Items of Interest – Elections Officials

Updated February 16, 2010

	Item
	Contact
	Status

	Post Election Audit Bill
	SOS: Jennie Bretschneider

Phone: (916) 651-8297


County PEMT Working Group:
Dean Logan
Janice Atkinson
Darlene Bonds
Cathy Darling
Elaine Larson
Elaine Ginnold
Joe Holland
Lisa Thomas
Jim McCauley
Matt Morales
Gail Pellerin
Philip Chantri
Ryan Ronco
Deborah Seiler
Tricia Webber
	SOS is considering sponsoring a bill that would create a pilot program to test new risk-limiting audits, which Santa Cruz, Yolo, and Marin informally tested with election auditing experts in 2008 and 2009. 

	Poll Worker Training Standards
	SOS: Jana Lean 

Phone: (916) 653-5144 &

Robbie Anderson  

Phone: (916) 653-1690

County Working Group:
Dave MacDanold

Cathy Hernandez

Ken Baird

Tim McNamara

Dean Logan

Neal Kelley

Nicole Alejandre

Carrie Pickmosa

Elaine Larson

Tricia Webber
Lindsey McWilliams
Janice Atkinson
Gloria Colter
	Draft standards were sent to all counties for comments on January 8, 2010.

SOS staff is currently reviewing comments received and we anticipate that the final version of standards will be released by the end of February.



	Item
	Contact
	Status

	Accessibility Guidelines & Survey
	SOS: Debbie O’Donoghue

Phone: (916) 653-6173

County VAAC members:
Gail Pellerin
Tim McNamara
Elaine Ginnold
	SOS contracted with Dept. of Rehab to update guidelines and survey tool and provide a county elections official training program.

A reminder that these are guidelines to help county elections officials comply with existing laws.  They do not make new law or add requirements that do not currently exist under the law.

Survey tool is an instrument designed to help local elections officials comply with the law.  Elections officials are not required to utilize the tool.

Vetted draft guidelines and survey tool with county elections officials and statewide VAAC in fall 2009.  

SOS in the final review phase and will post guidelines and survey tool on the website soon.

Five regional training sessions will be held in March.  Mock training scheduled for February 17.  

	HAVA State Plan
	SOS: Chris Reynolds

Phone: 651-7837

County members:

Rebecca Martinez

Dean Logan

Neal Kelley


	Five meetings held; comments received; DRAFT State Plan Update being revised based on input received.  Revisions to be reviewed by Secretary of State and refined at future meeting TBA, if necessary.  Following completion of the DRAFT State Plan Update, the updated plan will be made available for public comment.  The comment period will be noticed and interested parties, including county elections officials, will be notified.

	HAVA Accessibility Grant Program
	SOS: Debbie O’Donoghue

Phone: (916) 653-6173


	The Vote Grant Program II applications were due from county elections officials on Aug. 24, 2009.

SOS review began Sept. 1, 2009

Grants were awarded on November 3, 2009.

Secretary of State looking at creating a third round of funding.


	Item
	Contact
	Status

	Conditional Voter Registration (CVR) Program
	SOS: Jennie Bretschneider

Phone: (916) 651-8297

Working Group:
Janice Atkinson
Joe Holland
Gail Pellerin
Elaine Ginnold
Neal Kelley
Freddie Oakley
Dean Logan
	CACEO Board of Directors voted to support CVR in concept Aug. 20, 2009. 

SOS does not plan to sponsor a CVR bill in 2010 but may do so in 2011.  

AB 1531 (Portantino) creating a different Election Day Registration program was introduced in 2009 but did not move.  The SOS did not sponsor or support AB 1531.  

In January 2010, Senator Leland Yee announced plans to introduce a different Election Day Registration bill.  The SOS is not involved with Senator Yee’s bill. 

	VoteCal
	SOS: Fred Wood

Phone: (916)  653-3785 &

Mary Winkley

Phone: (916) 653-8365

Jill LaVine, Sacramento (Chair)
Dean Logan, Los Angeles
Janice Atkinson, Sonoma
Deborah Seiler, San Diego
Gail Pellerin, Santa Cruz
Bev Ross, Tehama
Terry Hansen, Yuba
	This committee’s mission is to make decisions on questions that arise as to business processes.  Their first order of business will be to establish a uniform practice as to the date entered when a voter registration card is entered into the system.  The committee will be responsive to other issues as they arise during the life of the VoteCal Project and especially over the next few months during the Design Phase. 

	Item
	Contact
	Status

	VoteCal Discovery Sessions
	SOS: Fred Wood

Phone: (916) 653-3785 &

Mary Winkley

Phone: (916) 653-8365

DFM Counties

Candy Lopez, Contra Costa

Juan Witrago, Fresno,  

Melvin Briones, Marin

Tony Aquilino, Marin

Justin Berardino, Orange

Doug Kinzle, Riverside

Roberta Kanelos, Sacramento

Joe Le, Santa Clara

ES&S Counties
Michele Wales, Alameda

Ray Ching, Los Angeles

Michael Petrucello, Los Angeles

Charlie Wallis, San Diego

Lindsey McWilliams, Solano

Aaron Rosa, Stanislaus

Votec County

No Votec County representation, however John Medcalf, Votec’s President is present at the Discovery Sessions. 

EMS Vendors

All three remaining Election Management System Vendors (DFM, ES&S, and Votec) which collectively represent all 58 counties are also present and represented at the Discovery Sessions.


	Representatives from a cross-section of California counties have been assigned to work with Catalyst Consulting Group, the VoteCal vendor.  They will participate in “Discovery Sessions” wherein Catalyst will present an overview of the VoteCal System’s proposed functionality, features, and requirements and clarify through county input and feedback on how county elections officials and their staff would like to see VoteCal work.  There are five three-day Discovery Sessions being conducted over the period from February 9, 2010 through March 11, 2010.

	Item
	Contact
	Status

	Future of Voting Systems Public Hearing
	SOS: Jennie Bretschneider

Phone: (916) 651-8297

Gail Pellerin, Santa Cruz

Cathy Darling, Shasta

Dean Logan, Los Angeles

Jill LaVine, Sacramento

Deborah Seiler, San Diego

Tim McNamara, Los Angeles 

Rebecca Martinez, Madera


	Hearing was held February 8, 2010.   

Hearing information, including written comments, video archive and transcript will be posted at www.sos.ca.gov/voting-systems/hearings/index.htm

	May 19, 2009 Special Election Reimbursement
	Contacts: 

Steve Weir, Contra Costa
Janice Atkinson, Sonoma
	The Governor inserted $68.2 million to reimburse counties for the May 19, 2009 statewide special election. 

Counties would not see any funds until 30 to 60 days after the budget is adopted and signed.


