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January 9, 2009

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
The Honorable Darrell Steinberg

Governor, State of California

Senate President pro Tempore

State Capitol



State Capitol, Room 205

Sacramento  CA  95814


Sacramento  CA  95814

The Honorable Karen Bass

The Honorable Dave Cogdill

Speaker of the Assembly


Senate Republican Leader

State Capitol, Room 219


State Capitol, Room 305

Sacramento  CA  95814


Sacramento  CA  95814

The Honorable Michael Villines

Assembly Republican Leader

State Capitol, Room 3104

Sacramento  CA  95814

Re:  2009 Special Election

Governor and Honorable Members:

The California Association of Clerks and Election Officials is well aware of the unprecedented fiscal crisis facing state and local governments and is prepared to assist as necessary.

We understand that you are considering calling a special statewide election in the near future to ratify parts of the 2008/2009 budget as well as include other budget-related measures.  In anticipation of your action to call an election, our association conducted a survey of counties to determine the most administratively feasible date.  Based on the results of this survey, we recommend the election be held on May 19, 2009 provided that at least 88 days notice is given.  Under this scenario, we would appreciate your decision to call the election no later than February 20.

In the course of your discussions, we urge you to be mindful of the need to recruit poll workers, secure familiar and accessible polling locations, and allow sufficient time to print ballots for military and overseas voters.  Because most counties do not have elections scheduled for May 19, every day of advance notice is critical to ensure proper notice to voters and a smooth operation overall.

Finally, it is our urgent request that you authorize full reimbursement to counties for election expenses incurred as a result of a special statewide election.  Certainly the fiscal crisis has already taken its toll on county governments, and it would be an extreme hardship for them to bear the cost of a statewide election.

We appreciate your consideration of this request and reiterate our intention to cooperate fully with your desire for a successful and prompt special election.

Respectfully,
Rebecca Martinez

President, California Association of Clerks and Election Officials 
200 W. 4th Street Madera  CA  93637

(559) 675-7722

Email: rmartinez@madera-county.com
cc:
Geoffrey Neill, Legislative Analyst, CSAC


Debra Bowen, Secretary of State


Evan Goldberg, Chief Deputy Secretary of State


Barry Brokaw, Sacramento Advocates, Inc.






OFFICERS 2008-2010


�REBECCA MARTINEZ�  PRESIDENT�    Madera County 


GAIL PELLERIN�  VICE PRESIDENT�    Santa Cruz County 


CATHY DARLING�  TREASURER�    Shasta County 


NEAL KELLEY�  SECRETARY�    Orange County


�BOARD OF DIRECTORS


�APPOINTED: 


GINA ALCOMENDRAS�  Santa Clara County


JANICE ATKINSON�  Sonoma County 


DARLENE BLOOM�  Orange County


FREDERICK GARCIA�  Sacramento County


JOSEPH HOLLAND�  Santa Barbara County 


DEAN LOGAN�  Los Angeles County


KATHIE MORAN�  Colusa County 


DOLORES PROVENCIO�  Imperial County 


Susan M. RanochaK�  Mendocino County


JULIE RODEWALD�  San Luis Obispo County


KAY VINSON*�  City Clerk, Murietta�   * non-voting member


ADVISORY COUNCIL:


STEVE WEIR�  Contra Costa County


ELECTED: 


JULIE BUSTAMANTE�  Northern Area�    Lassen County 


BARBARA DUNMORE�  Southern Area�    Riverside County 


JILL LA VINE�  Mother Lode Area�    Sacramento County 


LEE LUNDRIGAN�  Central Area�    Stanislaus County


LINDSEY MC WILLIAMS�  Bay Area�    Solano County 


�LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES


CLERK OF THE BOARD: 


SACHI A. HAMAI�  Los Angeles County 


JOHN MCKIBBEN�  Los Angeles County


COUNTY CLERK: 


KATHIE MORAN�  Colusa County


VICKI PETERSEN�  Sonoma County 


ELECTIONS: 


JILL LA VINE�  Sacramento County


DEBORAH SEILER�  San Diego County








