CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – January 12, 2007
Los Angeles, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Candace Grubbs
	Butte                              
	Melissa Eickman 
	San Bernardino

	Stephanie Mendenhall
	CCCA
	Mikel Hass
	San Diego

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Deborah Hench
	San Joaquin

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Joe Holland
	Santa Barbara

	Victor Salazar
	Fresno
	Renee Bischof
	Santa Barbara

	Sandy Brockman
	Kern
	Billie Alvarez
	Santa Barbara

	Conny McCormack
	Los Angeles
	Jesse Durazo
	Santa Clara

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Maggie Lien
	Los Angeles
	Gail Pellerin
	Santa Cruz

	Jo Rodriguez
	Los Angeles
	Michael Kanotz
	SOS

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta 

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Claudio Valenzuela 
	Monterey
	Gloria Colter
	Sonoma 

	Brett Rowley
	Orange
	Elizabeth Acosta
	Sonoma

	Jim McCauley
	Placer
	Lee Lundrigan
	Stanislaus

	Ryan Ronco
	Placer
	Gene Browning
	Ventura

	Douglas C. Kinzle
	Riverside
	Gloria Guillen
	Yolo

	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento
	Reva Correia
	Yolo

	
	
	
	


Jill LaVine convened the meeting at 1 p.m.  Introductions were made.

Motion by Steve Weir to approve December 6, 2006 minutes with amendments.  Gail Pellerin seconds motion.  Motion carried.
HAVA Funding

· Discussion regarding status of HAVA 301 funds and contracts
· Invite Chris Reynolds to discuss status of funding and contract extensions

Legislation

AB 9 (Huff) – Voter identification:  proof of identity

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Monitor to see if this bill receives hearing.
AB 18 (Blakeslee) – Disabled persons: signature stamps
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Doesn’t take away “making mark” provision.  Will benefit voters who prefer stamp.

Motion to support by Gail Pellerin.  Jim McCauley seconds motion.  Motion carried.  Gail Pellerin will write letter of support in consultation with Janice Atkinson.
AB 44 (Mendoza) – Ballot pamphlets:  candidates’ statements

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Contains provisions regarding absentee ballots and candidate statements.  Will discuss this bill with legislative committee staff to determine intended outcome.
AB 46 (Tran) – Elections:  right to vote

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Makes current law regarding unlawful challenge of right to vote a felony (was wobbler).

AB 67 (Dymally) – State and local agencies: bilingual services

Position:  None
Discussion:  Jill LaVine will review to lead future discussion.

AB 119 (Price) – Elections: payment of expenses

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Will discuss with committee staff some of technical references.

Motion to support by Gail Pellerin.  Candace Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.  Gail Pellerin will write letter of support in consultation with Janice Atkinson.
SB 506 (Poochogian from ’05-’06 session) – Public Officials
Discussion:  This law requires confidential voter registration status for certain individuals.  Attendees looking for implementation models.  Candace Grubbs and Elaine Ginnold will work on models.
Discussion of possible February ’08 Presidential Primary Election
· How will this be paid for?
· Could this be all mail ballot election?

· Turn around time for equipment will be problematic

· Consolidation of precincts will be necessary

· Seek assistance from CSAC

· Seek meeting with Legislative Leadership staff to discuss implications

2007 CACEO Legislative Proposals:

Item 8, Submitted by Elaine Ginnold, Marin County; Joe Holland/Billie Alvarez, Santa Barbara County:  Permits election official to consolidate up to 1250 voters in a single precinct and amends EC 12241 to permit consolidation of primary and general elections.
Discussion:  This proposal is germane in relation to possible February ’08 primary election and addressing compressed timelines.  Similar legislation regarding 1250 registered voters component of this proposal was taken off books because of failure to submit report on the impact of smaller precincts to Legislature by SOS.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 07-04 by Gail Pellerin.  Elaine Ginnold seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 9, Submitted by Joe Holland/Billie Alvarez, Santa Barbara County:  Mailed ballot precinct.
Item was withdrawn.
Item 10, Submitted by Jim McCauley, Placer County:  Requires schools to be closed on primary and general election days.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 07-05 by Candace Grubbs.  Steve Weir seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 11, Submitted by Eugene Browning, Ventura County:  Amends Government Code 1780.  Would prevent a special district from potentially appointing pre-selected individuals - in perpetuity - in lieu of having an election.
Motion to accept as CACEO proposal 07-06 by Steve Weir.  Jesse Durazo seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 12, Submitted by Marsha Wharff, Mendocino County:  Proposed amendment would ensure EC 8026 involving death of a candidate provisions do not apply to a runoff election.
Motion to accept as CACEO proposal 07-07 by Gail Pellerin.  Lee Lundrigan seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 13, Submitted by Linda Tulett, San Francisco County:  Allows elections official to use more discretion when determining sufficient number of ballots necessary at each poll place.

Request that Ms. Tulett present proposal at next meeting.
Item 14, Submitted by Joe Holland/Billie Alvarez, Santa Barbara County:  Amends EC 3020 so that election officials can accept and count absentee ballots that are postmarked on or before Election Day and received by the Friday following the election.
Discussion:  This would be voter friendly.  Must be able to address concerns about fraud related to this proposal such as manipulation of postmark.  Could impact canvass.  Review other state’s provisions regarding this concept.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 07-08 by Elaine Ginnold.  Joe Holland seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 15, Submitted by Doug Kinzel, Riverside County:  Introduce concept (not proposal) to seek support to amend EC 3024 so that poll places may be used flexibly in an emergency such as a fire on Election Day.  Proposal would reduce notice time for establishment of satellite voting location from 14 days to 48 hours in the event of an emergency.
Motion to support concept by Mikel Haas.  Cathy Darling seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 16, Submitted by John Tuteur, Napa County:  Amends Public Resources Code 5520 to correct reporting requirement of election results to Board of Supervisors.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 07-09 by Gail Pellerin.  Lee Lundrigan seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 17, Submitted by John Tuteur, Napa County:  Amends Public Resources Code 5533.5 to align ward director elections with Board of Supervisor elections to save costs.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 07-09 by Gail Pellerin.  Elaine Ginnold seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 18, Submitted by Conny McCormack, Los Angeles County:  Amends sections EC 15620 and 15621 so that time to request recount is five business days.

Discussion:  Definition of holiday and weekends in Government Code is problematic for this proposal.

Request that this be addressed in omnibus bill.
Discussion of Federal Election law proposals from JEOLC meeting
· HR 550 Holt

· S 450 Clinton

· These are more than VVPAT bills.  They probably will contain audit provisions, amendments to HAVA, etc.
Special Presentation:  Open Source Code (Alan Dechert/Brent Turner)
· Presentation of concepts regarding open source code and voting systems

· Pros and cons of open source code discussed

· Open source would not be viable for an estimated ten years

Special Presentation:  Municipal Legislation (Stephanie Mendenhall, CCCA)
· Seeking amendment to EC 10104 to allow cities to accept nomination papers on Monday since some cities are closed on Friday
· Concern voiced about creating exceptions and impact on credibility regarding need for hard and fast deadlines
· No consensus to support amendment
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Cathy Ingram-Kelly, Jana Lean, and Bruce McDannold, SOS gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database, VMB, and Voting Systems.

SOS Reports
· First week of new Secretary of State administration
· Under new administration, Lowell Finley has been appointed Deputy SOS for Voting Systems Technology
· Information on testing labs:  Wylie and Systest have been approved by EAC;  Ciber has not.  (Ciber has not been decertified, it just has not qualified.)
· Automark application is pending

· Administrative update to Ink-a-Vote Plus under review
· Next meeting will be January 17 in Sacramento at SOS  For more information, see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
· There is and will be more discussion regarding possibly placing deadlines on funding claims, e.g. regarding phased in approaches to voting system implementation
· It is important for counties to provided input to VMB regarding future funding
· SOS is continuing to work on “easier” statewide database interfaces with DFM and DIMS.  Implementation is on the horizon.

Other
· Executive Board Members reported on introductory meeting with new SOS administration:
· Secretary Bowen, Evan Goldberg, Lowell Finley and other SOS staff members attended
· General discussions regarding future of voting systems
· Timeline for review of systems discussed
· General discussion regarding future of voting systems and voting system funding by attendees and possible actions by CACEO to ensure safe and secure elections
Summer Institute Subcommittee

· Cost will be under $500.
· Will meet with Stanford on Feb. 1
· Will invite cities as seating becomes available.  Topic – candidates - should be interesting to City Clerks.
· Dates are June 24-27.
Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Multilingual Glossary will be developed to feature 100 (or so) most common election terms.  Goal is for uniform usage of terms in California election community.
· Revision plan to CACEO Voters with Specific Needs Manual has been formulated
· Discussion of poll place surveying practices

· Discussion of pilot programs regarding school closures on Election Day in Contra Costa County.

Military and Provisional Subcommittee

· On 5th draft of Military Manual.  Good progress being made.  Should be done by Annual Conference.
· Provisional ballots still put on back burner, but will be completed before ’08 election cycle.

The meeting was adjourned by Jill LaVine.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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