CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – October 12, 2007

                                                                                                                                                  Sacramento, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Cynthia Cornejo 
	Alameda
	Neal Kelley
	Orange +

	Dave MacDonald 
	Alameda
	Douglas Kinzle
	Riverside 

	Candace Grubbs
	Butte
	Alice Jarboe 
	Sacramento 

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Jim Stassi
	Sacramento 

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento

	Cara Martinson 
	CSAC
	Deborah Seiler 
	San Diego 

	Kathy McCue 
	Fresno 
	Billie Alvarez
	Santa Barbara

	Karen Rhea 
	Kern 
	Elma Rosas 
	Santa Clara

	Sandy Brockman 
	Kern 
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles 
	Gloria Colter
	Sonoma 

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera County 
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin County 
	Cathy Mitchell 
	SOS 

	
	
	Tracy Saucedo 
	Ventura 


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from September 4, 2007

Motion by Steve Weir to approve September 4, 2007 minutes with amendments.  Sandy Brockman seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Guest Speaker:  Cara Martinson (CSAC) on November 15 CSAC Workshop on Election Reform:

· CSAC sponsored workshop will take place on November 15 regarding Election Reform topics in Oakland.

· CACEO representatives will be Candy Grubbs, Steve Weir, Deborah Seiler, and Conny McCormack.  Other representatives will be election consultants, Oregon election officials (on vote by mail), and representatives from the Secretary of State.
· Ms. Martinson sought input regarding potential topics of discussion.  Recommendations were made and debated.  Some of the potential topics were:
· Vote by mail

· Subtracting permanent absentee voters when analyzing/calculating precinct consolidations

· Secretary of State as non-partisan office and/or diverse panel that makes voting system decisions

· Better voting system guidelines

· Vote centers

· Post election audits and canvass processes including 1% automatic manual tally

· Increasing voter registration

· Revising recall election code provisions

· If large scale vote-by-mail elections were to be supported by CSAC, Steve Weir suggested that it – CSAC - would be an ideal sponsor of an initiative.

· Pros and cons of vote-by-bail processes were discussed.
· Discussion regarding the roles of various entities in increasing voter registration.

Legislation

Final Status on select bills and assignments for New Law Workshop:

AB 18 (Blakeslee) Signature stamps: authorized users
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 485.  Gail Pellerin
AB 44 (Mendoza) – Ballot pamphlet:  candidates’ statements

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Vetoed related to cost.

AB 67 (Dymally) – State and local agencies: bilingual services

Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 259.  No presentation at New Law.

AB 119 (Price) Elections: payment of expenses
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 487.  Tim McNamara
AB 122 (Solorio) Voter intimidation: candidate notification
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Vetoed.

AB 183 (Coto) Pupils: high schools: voter registration
Position:  No Position

Discussion:  Vetoed.

AB 223 (Runner) – Absentee voting: military service

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Chapter 359.  Bob Pennisi.

AB 288 (Price) Voter Intimidation: Voter Intimidation Restitution Fund
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Chapter 491.  Sandy Brockman.
AB 332 (DeVore) Elections: recall petitions; signature certification
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 51.  Neal Kelley.
AB 373 (Wolk) Local government:  community facilities improvement

Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 670.  Alice Jarboe.
AB 404 (Ruskin) Political Reform Act: disclosure

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 495.  FPPC.

AB 452 (Arambula) – Voter registration:  notification of change in party affiliation

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 316.  Victor Salazar.
AB 466 (Hancock) – Pupils: average daily attendance

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Vetoed.  

AB 473 (Adams) Political Reform Act of 1974: filing campaign statements

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 54.  FPPC.

AB 603 (Price) Voter registration: confidentiality
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 234.  Cathy Patrick (SOS)

AB 614 (Eng) Voting rights: language assistance
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Vetoed.

AB 745 (Silva) Local Agency Formation Commissions
Position:  No Position

Discussion:  Chapter 109.  FPPC.
AB 773 (Blakeslee) Elections: absentee ballots
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Vetoed.

AB 917 (Salas) – Elections

Position:  No Position

Discussion:  Chapter 501.  John Tuteur.

AB 965 (Anderson) California Republican Party: organization
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 60.  Elaine Ginnold.

AB 1090 (Spitzer) – Ballot designation requirements

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Chapter 505.  Neal Kelley.
AB 1151 (Lieu) – Voter Registration

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Vetoed.

AB 1167 (Nava) – Absentee ballots: voting by mail

Position:  No position
Discussion:  Vetoed.  Jesse Durazo will read veto message.
AB 1222 (Laird) – State mandates: legislatively determined mandates

Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 329.  Alice Jarboe.
AB 1243 (Karnette)  Vote by mail voters  

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 508.  Joe Holland/Elaine Ginnold.
AB 1294 – (Mullin) Ranked voting: local elections

Position: Watch
Discussion:  Vetoed.
AB 1430 (Garrick) Political Reform Act of 1974: contribution limitations
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 708.  FPPC.

AB 1441 (Garrick) Political Reform Act of 1974: legal defense
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 283.  FPPC.

AB 1678 (De La Torre) Public officials: conflicts of interest
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 68.  FPPC.

AB 1731 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting) Local Elections

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Chapter 286.  Janice Atkinson.

AB 1732 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting) Elections

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 125.  Janice Atkinson.

AB 1733 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting) Park Districts

Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 423.  Janice Atkinson.

AB 1734 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting) Elections: record format

Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 515.  Janice Atkinson.

SB 144 (Committee on Local Government) Local Government Omnibus Act of 2007
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 343.  Janice Atkinson.
SB 162 (Negrete McLeod) Local government: organization
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Chapter 428.  No presentation.
SB 382 (Oropeza) Elections: new citizens
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Vetoed.  Tim McNamara will read veto message.
SB 408 (Oropeza) State measures: circulators
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Vetoed.  
SB 439 (Calderon) Write-in Candidates
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Vetoed.  Tim McNamara will read veto message.
SB 512 (Committee on E R and C A) – Political Reform Act of 1974:  elections
Position:  No position
Discussion:  Chapter 348.  FPPC.
SB 513 (Committee on E R and C A) – Voting and district referenda

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Chapter 199.

SB 768 – (Corbett) Misuse of voter registration information
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Chapter 305.

SB 813 – (Wiggins) Death of a candidate:  election cancellation
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Chapter 97.  Marsha Wharff

SB 854 (Ridley-Thomas) Voter registration: students 

Position:  Support
Discussion: Chapter 481.  Deborah Seiler.
HR 811

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  Continue to watch Senate proposals.
2007 CACEO Legislative Proposals:

Item 1, Submitted by Elaine Ginnold, Marin County:  Permits election official to consolidate up to 1250 voters in a single precinct by amending Elections Code Sections 12223 and 12261.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 08-01 by Janice Atkinson.  Candace Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 2, Submitted by Conny McCormack, Los Angeles County:  Proposes to reduce fraudulent absent voter applications by amending Elections Code Sections 3007 and 18107.5.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 08-02 by Janice Atkinson.  Candace Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Other items related to Legislative Proposals that need may be addressed in’08:
· Payment of statewide elections by State.

· Subtracting Permanent Absentee Voters when consolidating precincts.
· State checking signatures on petitions when statewide database is complete.  (Petition subcommittee may need to be revived.  Cathy Darling and Gloria Colter will co-chair.  Tim McNamara and Joanna Southard will assist.)
· A more reasonable E-minus date to make changes to voting systems.  Elaine Ginnold will work on this.

· Obsolete code sections.  A group of Southern California attorneys seem interested in this.  Division 13 revision drafts by CACEO exists.  Need to check with election legislative staff regarding this area of interest.  If you are aware of code sections that need to be updated please e-mail suggestions to Deborah Seiler or Jill LaVine.

Other discussion:
· CACEO meetings for ’08 announced:  
· January 3-4 – Los Angeles (Conny McCormack’s retirement celebration will be held on evening of January 3.)
· March 6-7 – Sacramento
· April 3- 4 - Fresno
· July 7 – 11 - Annual Conference, Long Beach
· August 7 – 8 - Sacramento
· September 4 – 5 – Los Angeles

· December 10 – 12 – New Law , Sacramento

· CALPEAC sessions will be December 3 and 4 at Sacramento Doubletree.  Deadline to register is November 3.

· Time to order Easy Voter Guides.  Deadline is November 26.
Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Spanish glossary may be available for New Law conference.

· Review of VWSN manual continued.  Assignments reviewed.

· Plan for specific topic conference calls reviewed.

· Kern County settled lawsuit regarding poll place accessibility issues.

HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Lowell Finley, Chris Reynolds, Jana Lean, and Bruce McDannold of SOS gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database, VMB, and Voting Systems.

· Report on VMB activities:  
· October 17 Meeting postponed

· November 19 – Next meeting.  Nevada County Project Plan to be reviewed. See this link for agenda:  http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vma/pdf/vmb/meetings/agendas/2007_11_19.pdf
· Discussed progress of Statewide Database project:

· VoteCal RFP should be on street by New Law Conference.  Hope to have discussions with counties regarding this activity at conference.

· Hope to pilot VoteCal for UDEL 2009; Implement entire system for 2010.
· Procurement process is extremely confidential.

· Advisory Group will be reconvened after RFP is issued.  15 to 18 people including Steve Weir, Conny McCormack, Mike Alvarez, Karin MacDonald, NAACP, APALC, NALEO, League of Women Voters, etc. comprise this group.
· Discussion regarding HAVA contract renewals and HAVA funding in general:

· 301 and 261 contracts are being sent to counties for signature and will be turned around asap by SOS.

· Please do not incur expenses until contracts are complete.

· 261 contracts will have final expiration date on May 10, 2008 with invoices due by Mid August.  This is the end of the five year lifespan these funds.

· There is another round of EAID funding of $2.2 million that will be made available in the near future.  Method of distribution to be determined – possibly through a competitive grant process.
· 301 contracts have been extended to December 31, 2010

· Election Day Observer Checklist drafts will be distributed for feedback by late October.

· Voting systems:

· Had productive/useful per vendor – Hart, Sequoia, Premier - meetings with county representatives related to voting system conditions last week.  Thank you to Rebecca Martinez for coordinating meetings.
· Will continue to clarify conditions with counties and vendors in near future.

· ES&S hearing on will be to address the narrow question regarding allegations surrounding the possible use of uncertified voting equipment.

· A200 testing will begin shortly.

· InkaVotePlus and GEMS II have been undergoing top-to-bottom review.

· Premier, Sequoia, ES&S, and HART are all in line for further certification activities on new products with Premier’s application status being the most advanced.

· Discussion regarding VVSG 2007 and long term outlook regarding voting systems.

SB 90
· Maximus attended meeting.  Gave great overview of AB 1222.  Changes described in ways claims will be done.  Unit cost model benefits vs. actual cost model described.
· Discussion regarding whether Executive Orders are claimable and other what circumstances.  More on this in future.

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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