CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – May 18, 2007

Los Angeles, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Candace Grubbs
	Butte     
	Michael Vu
	San Diego

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Mischelle Townsend
	San Diego 

	Kathy McClue
	Fresno
	Billie Alvarez
	Santa Barbara

	Sandy Brockman
	Kern
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Karen Rhea
	Kern
	Jesse Durazo
	Santa Clara

	Conny McCormack
	Los Angeles
	David Tom
	San Mateo

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta 

	Harriett Russ 
	Los Angeles
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Maggie Lien
	Los Angeles
	Terry Ringler 
	Solano

	Jo Rodriguez
	Los Angeles
	Cathy Cooper
	Solano

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Brett Rowley
	Orange
	Gloria Colter
	Sonoma 

	Ryan Ronco
	Placer
	Lee Lundrigan
	Stanislaus

	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento
	Linda Clayton 
	Stanislaus

	Diane Jones
	Sacramento
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura

	Terry Kouba
	San Bernardino
	
	


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from April 6, 2007

Motion by Billie Alvarez to approve April 6, 2007 minutes with amendments.  Candace Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Legislation

Note:  AB 18, 466, 970 will be reclassified for today’s meeting to the “Bills for Information” category.
AB 44 (Mendoza) – Ballot pamphlet:  candidates’ statements

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Janice Atkinson reviewed conversation that she had with Chuck Nichol, staff member for Assembly Committee on Appropriations regarding the possible ineffectiveness of the amendment at section 3023.  In summary, she conveyed that the amendment may not get the author what is being sought since election officials after mailing material cannot know when material will be delivered by the post office and this bill would require election officials to have such knowledge.  (That is, “accompany” candidate statements with absentee ballots if the voter has not received their information pamphlets.)  Suggestion to have information on absentee packets that will refer voters to websites that contain candidate statement/measure information. 
Los Angeles County is okay with the mandatory PAV check box on voter registration forms.
AB 223 (Runner) – Absentee voting: military service
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Group not troubled by this bill since it will involve few voters.  Latest version addressed concern that special absentee voter be able to appear in California counties to receive the proposed ballot service.  Concern that line 29 at page 5 should state that the ballot must be returned to voter’s own county to be counted.
AB 452 (Arambula) – Voter registration: notification of change in party affiliation
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Latest version reflected most of requested amendments described in last month’s minutes.  One requested amendment regarding desire to see amendment to EC 2142 to allow change of party by court order is not reflected in this version.  Will request such an amendment again.
AB 583 (Hancock) – Political Reform Act of 1974:  California Clean Money and Fair Elections Act of 2007
Position:  No position.
Discussion:  Applicable provisions for election officials at page 13 and page 21.  Provides that registrars possibly certify candidates.  Could expand the number of candidate statements and the cost of sample ballot.  How will counties certify candidates whose district crosses county lines?  May be best for SOS to certify candidates.  Bring back for further discussion next month.  Jill LaVine will ask for cost estimates on elecnet.
AB 614 (Eng) – Voting Rights

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  CACEO members had discussion with author’s office and community group representatives regarding intent of bill.  Large concern that part of the services that the bill contemplates hinges on adequate data that that Secretary of State should be providing and has not recently provided.  (See EC 14201.)
There was agreement that language services are extremely important but focus on providing currently mandated services vs. taking on possibly distracting reporting mandates that are contemplated in the bill.  Given this it is important to work with SOS regarding their obligations to provide data to counties so that they can serve minority language communities better.
AB 773 (Blakeslee)  Elections:  absentee ballots  

Position:  Support and amend
Discussion:  This bill allows a voter to return a mail ballot to any poll place in the state.  The election official in the county that receives the ballot would be required to deliver the ballot to the correct county.  Some concerns voiced regarding canvass deadlines and counties who finish canvass early.  In effect, would probably not be able to certify elections until E-28.  Group would like to see this proposal to apply to mail ballot voters who return their ballots to counties other than resident counties as well.
Motion to support by Candace Grubbs if amended to apply to ballot returned by mail as well.  Gail Pellerin seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 852 (Krekorian) – Voting system certification: vendors
Position:  Oppose
Discussion:  Ira Rosenthal of Solano County represented CACEO concerns at election committee hearing in April.  Janice Atkinson is writing letter to legislature based on Mr. Rosenthal’s concerns.  Attendees urged to contact their legislators to voice concerns.
AB 917 (Salas) – Elections
Position:  Oppose (meet with author)
Discussion:  Janice Atkinson reviewed conversation that she had with Chuck Nichol, staff member for Assembly Committee on Appropriations regarding the possible costs to implement back-up paper ballot provisions (estimated between $750,000 and $1,000,000 for each Primary and General Election.).  Janice Atkinson will complete letter of opposition.  Karen Rhea (Diebold), Cathy Darling (Sequoia), and Brett Rowley (Hart) will send PDFs of ballot layout for respective voting machines which will accompany letter of opposition.  Need to meet with author.

New amendments not in print so will need to bring back for discussion.

AB 1046 (Leno) – Ballot pamphlets: availability

Position:  No Position

Discussion:  This bill provides that SOS will not mail a state pamphlet to voters who decline the pamphlet with knowledge that it is online.  Will write letter of concern to author regarding potential problems affecting entire households since one pamphlet is typically sent to a household.

AB 1090 (Spitzer) – Ballot designation requirements
Position:  No position.
Discussion:  Mandates use of ballot designation worksheet for all candidates.  Form is not used by many local jurisdictions for local candidates.  This bill would require an additional form to be distributed, retained and purged on a regular schedule for local candidates.
Motion to take no position by Janice Atkinson but request that the proposed law only apply to state candidates and worksheets for those candidates shall be filed and retained by SOS.  Candace Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 1151 (Lieu) – Voter Registration

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Author would like to work with CACEO to get technical details correct in this bill.  We will review last year’s mail ballot tracking legislation and attempt to relate this proposal to that bill.  Will further analyze bill and advise author.  Janice Atkinson will take lead on the analysis.
AB 1167 (Nava) – Absentee ballots: voting by mail
Position:  Support if amended
Discussion:  Bill is still being amended.  
Group restated prior comments regarding legislating this process: There are many mechanisms already in place to ensure best mail delivery practices.  Successful mail delivery depends on local relationship and service.  Not certain that this proposal will get the author what is desired and uncertain whether USPS can be compelled through state law to cooperate.
Have reservations about reporting provision that requires counties to report to SOS at 43 days regarding their negotiations with USPS.  Not sure USPS will negotiate.

This meeting reiterated concerns with reporting requirements.

Motion to support if amended by Lee Lundrigan if amended so that 3011 (12) deletes current language and instead prescribes language in absentee packet that reads: “Extra postage may be required or check with post office for correct postage”.  MIschelle Townsend seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 1243 (Karnette)  Vote by mail: voters  

Position:  Support if amended
Discussion:  Changes “absentee” term throughout election code to “vote by mail”.  Want to be able to use remaining supplies with “absentee” term.  Concern that change in terminology may affect existing SB 90 claims for absentee voting processes.  Should request Legislative Counsel opinion in any support letter.
Motion to support if amended by Jesse Durazo if amended so that existing stock of affidavits of registration, absentee ballots, envelopes, instructions can be used until depleted.  MIschelle Townsend seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 1294 (Leno)  Ranked voting: local elections  

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Letter of concern sent on this Instant Runoff Voting bill.

Conny McCormack reviewed panel discussion of which she was part of recently in San Francisco.  On that panel, she agreed that IRV is appropriate in some venues citing some low turnout and costly municipal elections.
Others took the perspective if we are to do IRV elections practically, then the fear of touch screen technology must be addressed since it is the only technology that can reasonably be used to serve the IRV process.  Additionally, IRV elections may need to be single issue elections since - for the near term - technology will, most likely,  not allow mixing and matching of elections, i.e. IRV vs. other types.

AB 1662 (Cook)  Absentees: oversees voting  

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  This bill seems to provide IRV-like voting for members of the military.  Treats voters differently and doesn’t prescribe how to tally and secure votes.  The idea for this legislation is based on Arkansas and Louisiana law where election practices are significantly different than California’s.
Motion to oppose by Sandy Brockman.  Lee Lundrigan seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 1730 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting)  Partisan Presidential primaries  

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Code clean up bill.
AB 1731 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting)  Local elections. 

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Continue to watch.  Has the potential to affect ballot formatting.

AB 1732 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting)  Elections. 

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Election code clean up bill.  Contains provisions prohibiting reference to other candidates in candidate statements for local office; addresses city referendum petition filing dates and re-defines election official to not include a governing board having jurisdiction over elections.

Motion to support by Candace Grubbs.  Cathy Darling seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 1734 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting)  Local elections. 

Position:  No position.

Discussion:  Requires tracking and reporting non-partisan voters who cross to partisan ballot in Primary Elections.  Such tracking will have affiliated costs.

SB 293 (Ackerman) – Presidential nominees
Position:  Watch.
Discussion:  Required that the Chairperson of the Republican State Central committee shall notify the SOS of the apparent nomination of the candidates for President if Republican National Convention concludes after deadline to deliver nomination certificates to local election officials.  Concern that not getting information in a timely manner will impact election material printing.
SB 512 (Committee on E R and C A) – Political Reform Act of 1974:  elections
Position:  Watch.

Discussion:  Needs further review.  Affects candidate filing of statements of economic interest.

SB 513 (Committee on E R and C A) – Voting and district referenda
Position:  Watch.

Discussion:  Appears to be a city clerk clean up bill on vote demonstration devices and on referenda.  Check with Darren Chesin regarding impact/intent.

SB 768 (Corbett) – Misuse of Voter Registration Information

Position:  Watch.

Discussion:  Changes penalties to infraction for misuse of registration information.

SB 812 (Correa) – Voter registration: paid registration activities

Position:  Watch.

Discussion:  Would prevent per affidavit payment for affidavits except by state party that reimburses its central committees and clubs.  This proposal may violate constitution.  Penalty for violation is infraction.  Voter registration form would need to be re-done to warn against prohibition?

SB 854 (Ridley-Thomas)  Voter registration: students. 

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Various provisions to enhance methods by which students can register to vote.

Motion to support by Gail Pellerin.  Sandy Brockman seconds motion.  Motion carried.
HR 811

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  CACEO has sent letter of opposition.

Military and Provisional Subcommittee

· Military manual is complete.

· Will send to Executive Board for review.

Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Continuation of refinement of Spanish to English Election Glossary.  Goal is for uniform usage of terms in California election community on core election terms.  Will seek partnership with SOS regarding this effort.  Discussed recent release of Spanish-English election terminology glossary by EAC vs. CACEO efforts.
· Review of VWSN manual continued.  Assignments reviewed.
· Gail Pellerin Santa Cruz Enforceable Settlement Agreement and the possible sharing of survey training efforts with other counties.  Advice is to use current SOS survey although some minor fixes in that survey will be released in the future.
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Jana Lean and Bruce McDannold of SOS gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database, VMB, and Voting Systems.

· Report of VMB meeting on May 16 (for details see  http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/pdf/vmb/documents/ccrov_07070.pdf)

· Board approved Lassen County’s Phase 3 Project Documentation Plan and issued funding award.

· Board approved Contra Costa County’s change to their Project Plan and issued a new funding award.

· Board approved Humboldt County’s change to their Project Plan and issued a new funding award.
· Board approved Tehama County’s proposed change to the previously approved Project Documentation Plan to be eligible for VMB funding for VVPAT retrofit if the County refunds the retrofit cost to the VMB.

· Next meeting will be July 18.  For more information, see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
· Discussed progress of Statewide Database project:
· Bruce McDannold has new assignment as program lead for Statewide Database.

· Description of IV&V and IPOC contract linkages.  IPOC needed to be put in place before moving forward on RFP.  See this link for contract award schedule:  http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/hava_votecal.htm
· RFP should be released this summer and after new year begin development with target of ’09 pilots and full installation by 2010.

· Procurement process is extremely confidential.

· First Advisory Group meeting took place early in month – went well.  It is a smaller group than first database advisory committee, 15 to 18 people including Steve Weir, Conny McCormack, Mike Alvarez, Karin MacDonald, NAACP, APALC, NALEO, League of Women Voters, etc.
· Caution was given regarding any pending legislative action that would require a voter to be able to make inquiries on line regarding their voter registration and database development.

· Discussion regarding “Top to Bottom” voting system review
· There are updated FAQs on the SOS website.  Further questions can be addressed to Lowell Finley.  Long series of questions about details about review including why people like Steve Freeman were not chosen to be part of review since he had knowledge of testing and systems and questions about team members that were selected; cost of the review; which systems to submit if updates in near future were on the table for submission; conditions of certification that could be imposed (like 100% handcounting of vvpat scenarios); what details of the testing process would be, why no volume testing?; how benchmarks of the test plan would be made with such a late start, etc.
· Addressed ceasing of administrative approval of San Francisco’s rank choice voting system.
Summer Institute Subcommittee

· Plans still going well
· 187 signed up, room for 200.
· Dates are June 24-27 for Summer Institute.
The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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