CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – July 8, 2008
Long Beach , California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Candy Grubbs
	Butte
	Kari Verjil 
	San Bernardino

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Deborah Seiler 
	San Diego 

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Juanito R. Amor Jr. 
	San Diego

	Carolyn Crnich
	Humboldt
	Narda Garcia
	San Mateo 

	Victor Salazar
	Fresno 
	Joe Holland 
	Santa Barbara 

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Elma Rosas 
	Santa Clara

	Willie Wilson 
	Los Angeles
	Gail Pellerin 
	Santa Cruz 

	Dorothy Scates 
	Los Angeles
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta 

	Harriett Coleman-Russ
	Los Angeles
	Cathy Mitchell
	SOS

	Jo Rodriguez 
	Los Angeles
	Jana Lean 
	SOS 

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Bruce McDannold 
	SOS

	Domingo Florez
	Madera
	Ronda Paschal
	SOS

	Susan Conner 
	Madera
	Lindsey McWilliams
	Solano 

	Claudio Valenzuela 
	Monterey
	Gloria Colter
	Sonoma 

	Elaine Ginnold 
	Marin
	Janice Atkinson 
	Sonoma

	Katherine Reedy 
	Orange
	Lee Lundrigan 
	Stanislaus

	Neal Kelley
	Orange 
	Jeremy A. Howell
	Stanislaus

	Jim McCauley 
	Placer
	R. Kent Bradford
	Stanislaus

	Ryan Ronco 
	Placer 
	Martin Cobos 
	Ventura 

	Eleanor Manzano 
	Redondo Beach 
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura

	Barbara Dunmore
	Riverside
	Gloria Guillen
	Yolo

	Alice Jarboe 
	Sacramento 
	Reva Correia
	Yolo

	Jill LaVine 
	Sacramento 
	Dona Hillegass
	Yuba 

	Roberta Kanelos 
	Sacramento 
	
	


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 10 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from April 4, 2008

Motion by Elaine Ginnold to approve April 4, 2008 minutes.  Candy Lopez seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Legislation

AB 984 (Price) – Vote by mail voter’s ballots: postage

Position:  Oppose unless amended

Discussion:  AB 984 has “morphed” into a bill that has some provisions that are similar to last year’s AB 1167 without the negotiating with the USPS provisions.  Cost arguments against this bill will most likely be ineffective due to its popularity in the legislature.

AB 1292 (Mendoza)  Absentee voters: ballot materials

Position:  Watch with concern.

Discussion:  CACEO continues to watch this bill.

AB 1662 (Cook)  Absentees: oversees voting  

Position:  Oppose unless amended

Discussion:  This bill seems to provide IRV-like voting for members of the military.  Treats voters differently and doesn’t prescribe how to tally and secure votes.  The idea for this legislation is based on Arkansas and Louisiana law where election practices are significantly different than California’s.

Motion to oppose unless amended to make the bill allow for the “60 day”-type ballot to be issued to voters who are subject of this bill when a runoff is within 90 days by Elaine Ginnold.  Gail Pellerin seconds motion.  Motion carried.
There was some discussion that the law already what was proposed in the motion.
AB 1808 (Huff) – Ballot statements:  candidates for Federal office

Position:  No position

Discussion:  This bill which provides for candidate statements for Federal office candidates has been enrolled.  
AB 1819 (Price, et al) – Elections: voter registration

Position:  No position

Discussion:  Bill provides for 16 year olds to submit affidavit of registration which would be deemed effective as soon as the affiant is eligible to vote.  Bill has been amended such that pre-18 year old registrants would not be eligible to sign a petition or paper unless at time of signing he or she will be 18 years of age at next election.  Also amended such that bill shall become operative only if the SOS certifies that the state has a statewide voter registration database that complies with HAVA.  Los Angeles County Supervisors may support bill’s concept.
Possible issues:  The affiants may move before they are 18; requires sophisticated addition to election management systems; how will the statewide database process address this? Are there issues related to minors being bound by a signature that they did not sign as an adult?

AB 1928 (Anderson) – Elections: vote-by-mail ballots
Position:  No position
Discussion:  Most counties already adhere to provisions of bill.

AB 2218 (Gaines) Local government assessment and fee ballots
Position:  Oppose unless amended
Discussion:  Potentially gets Registrars into conducting Prop. 218 elections.  Current certified technology and related Election Management System technology cannot support Prop. 218 elections.  (For example, in Prop. 218 elections don’t necessarily have to be a registered voter to vote, voting rights may be related to an address rather than to individuals, weighted ballots, etc.)  

Bill has roots in possibly suspect conduct of current Prop. 218 elections.

Motion to oppose unless amended to make Registrar of Voters impartial observer rather than election officer by Elaine Ginnold.  Jill LaVine seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Janice Atkinson will write letter.

AB 2628 (Adams) – Election day incidences and irregularities

Position:  Oppose unless amended

Discussion:  Requires potentially costly process where county election officials report election related irregularities to the SOS and where SOS may take action related to these reports.  SOS is analyzing bill.
Motion to oppose unless amended to be clearer regarding meaning of election incidents by Elaine Ginnold.  Jill LaVine seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 2633 (Torrico) – Election precincts
Position:  Oppose
Discussion:  This bill would impose rules regarding the location of poll places.  Although the bill is ambiguous it seems to imply a major reconfiguration of current poll place location practices including imposing restrictions that would cause election officials to relocate traditional poll places in mass at a very high cost.  (Potentially millions statewide.)
Motion to oppose by Lindsey McWilliams.  Jill LaVine seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 2958 (Karnette) Elections:  sample ballots and notice of polling place  

Position:  Oppose unless amended
Discussion:  Requires notice of poll place locations be sent to permanent vote by mail voters.  

Bill has significant costs associated with it.
Motion to oppose unless amended to allow for limited listing of specific drop-off sites or a toll free number to locate poll sites by Jill LaVine.  Gail Pellerin seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 2584 (Mendoza) Elections
Position:  Support.

Discussion:  Bill would exempt a voter from attaching circulator information to a written request for removal of his or signature from an initiative, referendum or recall petition.  Bill also requires SOS to be named as a real party in interest in any proceeding concerning errors regarding state candidates and measures except for superior court candidates.
Motion to support by Lindsey McWilliams.  Cathy Darling seconds motion.  Motion carried.

SB 381 (Calderon) Voter registration
Position:  Support in concept
Discussion:  This bill allows for voter registration over the Internet for persons with a valid California driver’s license or state identification card.  Proposes to use DMV records, verifies that the record does exist in real time, and a digital signature will follow.  Proposal could be of assistance 
Motion to support by Elaine Ginnold.  Jill LaVine seconds motion.  Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for their assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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