CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – September 5th, 2008
Los Angeles, California  
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	Los Angeles
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	Karen Rhea
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	Lindsey McWilliams
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	Becky Martinez
	Madera
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Neal Kelley
	Orange 
	Jana Lean 
	SOS 
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	San Bernardino
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura

	Jill LaVine 
	Sacramento
	Bill Gatlin
	Office of Anthony Adams

	Deborah Seiler 
	San Diego 
	Anthony Adams
	Office of Anthony Adams


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from August 8, 2008

Motion by Lindsey McWilliams to approve April 4, 2008 minutes.  Candy Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Guest Speaker:  Anthony Adams, Assemblymember for 59th District
· Presented information and perspective of ongoing budget processes as they relate to historic delayed passage.
· Sought information regarding possible election dates related to budget initiatives for 2009.
· Introduced AB 2628 which CACEO opposed; here to give background of bill and to seek input.
· Bill sought report(s)) of “election incidences and irregularities” to the SOS within 30 days of canvass.
· Bill sought to collect data to substantiate emergent/substantial problems vs. non-substantial problems that get attention.
· Use data to seek corrective action or assistance for election officials; can’t be afraid of information.
· CACEO feedback is:

· “Irregularities and incidences” should be narrowly defined or overwhelming minutiae may be obligingly reported at great cost in time and money.
· Data could be used unduly to challenge election if not carefully defined.
· Data should be used in a neutral way.
· Discussed current “new” election related activities such as the recent pollworker audit (which reviewed election day incident reporting) and the Post Election Manual Tally (PEMT).  Would like to have more discussion after the election regarding these activities and the nexus to this bill.

· Los Angeles offered to review their new election help desk program with Mr. Adams.
· Subgroup will be formed to examine the issues behind the legislation with Orange, Los Angeles, Kern, Butte, Solano, and Santa Clara counties participating.   (Issues related to preventing pollworkers from being intimidated by such a review should be carefully examined.  Voter fraud issues should also be addressed in this context.)
Legislation

AB 2959 (Brownley) Elections: Voter requested recounts  

Discussion:  Bill has been vetoed.
SB 643 (Brownley) Voting devices 

Discussion:  Bill is dead.
AB 1928 (Anderson) – Elections: vote-by-mail ballots

Position:  No position

Discussion:  Has been enrolled.  Watch carefully.
General Discussion related to budget negotiations affecting “late” veto and signing actions:
· Enrollment process being used to delay possible vetoes.  (Bills being held at enrollment so that they won’t be immediately vetoed.)  This is a new practice related to historic budget problems.
· Governor has two weeks to review significant amount of bills.
· Jill LaVine will follow enrolled bills closely to see if we need any “standby” letters to Governor.
Bill Assignments for New Law Conference (Note: Several bills not chaptered)
AB 1694 
Lindsey McWilliams

AB 1292
Steve Weir

AB 1808
Jana Lean*

AB 1928
Steve Weir

AB 2584 
Tim McNamara

AB 2758
Karen Rhea*
AB 2953
Tim McNamara
AB 2597
Alice Jarboe*
AB 2786
Candy Grubbs*
AB 3014
Elma Rosas

AB 3026
Karen Rhea*
AB 3068 
Janice Atkinson

AB 3070
Janice Atkinson*
SB 381
Jana Lean

SB 967
Jill LaVine

SB 1235
Deborah Seiler

SB 1686
Tim McNamara

SB 1694
Lindsey McWilliams
*Indicates bill that has been chaptered.  All other bills pending.
Steve Weir will discuss vetoed bills.
Senate Bill 1749 (Oropeza) which relates to on-line pollworker training was discussed.  Janice Atkinson will write letter to Governor voicing concerns that this bill may contain a hidden mandate requiring counties to comply with standards for online pollworker training.

US Senate Bill 3308

Candy Grubbs reviewed bill that contains provisions to have voter registration and education activities at Veteran’s Administration facilities.

Election Center would like CACEO to consider taking a position regarding this bill.

After some discussion Candy Grubbs moves to support.  Jesse Durazo seconds.  Motion carried.

Candy Grubbs and Deborah Seiler will write letter of support.

Candy Grubbs and Elma Rosas will follow activities related to this bill.

US Senate Bill 3212

General discussion of this bill that seeks to amend HAVA.  It relates to items like VVPATs, audits and voting system testing.

CACEO will follow this bill.   (Possibly have subgroup look at this bill.)   Will also request that Los Angeles County add these bills to summaries.

Possible Legislative Proposal:  Special Elections by Mail
Discussion regarding all mail ballot election proposals:

· CACEO members have significant data to propose limited and optional all mail ballot elections.
· These elections do not necessarily save costs but there is a case that they may increase turnout.

· Would there be an author?

· Billie Alvarez will coordinate cost study.

· Jill LaVine and Deborah Seiler will discuss proposal with Barry Brokaw.

· Concern voiced regarding efficiency of Business Reply Mail units in an all mail ballot election environment.
Provisional Voting Subcommittee
· Two deliverables will be posted to elecnet before the November Election:  Provisional Count-No Count Analysis and Provisional Count-No Count Scenarios. Had assistance    from Secretary of State staff in putting material together; Cy Rickards has been SOS representative.
· Will have summary talking points on CACEO website before election; final versions to follow.

SB 90 Subcommittee

· State Commission on Mandates will meet November 6.
· Will have summary talking points on CACEO website before election; final versions to follow.

· Question raised whether Post Election Manual Tally (PEMT) is a mandate.  Will review.  Advise that counties track costs.

Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Discussed polling place accessibility activities including working with Secretary of State to revive survey update.
· Discussed review of multilingual glossary by community groups before finalizing.  Los Angeles and Contra Costa County will seek input from groups.
· Discussion of restart of Voters With Specific Needs Manual revisions in January.

HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Jana Lean, Lowell Finely and Chris Reynolds, of SOS gave status reports and addressed questions on the Statewide Database, Voting Modernization Board (VMB), Voting Systems and other SOS activities.

· Chris Reynolds:

· Discussed ongoing work with Department of Rehabilitation, counties, and other interested entities to continue to enhance polling place accessibility.  Specific tools and training will be forthcoming for counties.

· EAC is rethinking Pollworker Training and Voter Education reimbursements; could affect reimbursement.  Will keep Counties posted.

· Related discussion regarding status of funding Ask Ed type products and electronic pollbooks.  No final answer yet but these types of products seem to be in clear jeopardy regarding reimbursement/funding.

· Discussed “Maintenance of Effort” review by EAC.  This will be ongoing area of inquiry.  Seeks to establish costs related to HAVA to ensure jurisdictions are not using HAVA funds on election activities that were established practices prior to HAVA.  More details will be forthcoming.

· New round of funding from EAC/HAVA will cause State Plan to be updated.  This will involve community based organizations and two largest counties (LA and Orange).

· Lowell Finley

· Sequoia:  IRV voting for San Francisco status:  Testing is going on in earnest; no fatal problems detected; expect final report in Mid-September followed by short, formal comment period which should lead to final decision in the first week in October.  Problematic zero reports that had been reported before in testing were not able to be generated again.  However, code was modified.  Presently, this is a non-issue.

· ES&S:  System 3.0.1.1 application was approved on May 30 but there were outstanding issues regarding distribution of system.  This has been resolved.  SOS has CDs of software and firmware and will distribute per specific county needs.  (Installing involves “one time wipe”; motherboards will not be sent to Omaha since motherboards are new.)
· Ballot on Demand product (Sentio) needed approval letter from ES&S; letter was sent yesterday but was insufficient.  Will work on details related to padding, etc.  This should take no more than a couple of days.

· Premier:  “Ohio issue” regarding uploading of memory cards is being reviewed.  (No votes are lost during uploading but load was unsuccessful when cards were uploaded simultaneously under certain conditions.)  Premier will address in future.  Karen Rhea stated that this activity is not problematic if counties follow approved use procedures.

· Hart:  Issue with Presidential contest labels regarding party affiliation has been addressed.  Use procedure to address this issue is being circulated to counties.

· Jana Lean:

· VMB meeting scheduled for November 12.  May be cancelled.  Two counties have submitted invoices but cannot move forward without state budget being approved.  For more information regarding VMB see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html:  
· No update on VoteCal.  Will have update for New Law conference.
The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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