2011 FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME QUIZ ANSWERS

1. The County Clerk is authorized to reject a statement on the grounds that a particular FBN is already in use.
(False)

2. An individual can file a FBN that includes “limited” or “company” in its business name.

(True)
17910.5(b) states “A person is not prohibited from using the complete words “Limited” or “Company or their abbreviations in the person’s business name as long as that use does not imply that the person is a limited liability company.

3. Filing a FBN reserves the name for that person or entity’s exclusive use.

(False)

4. Even though a husband and wife are together they must be listed individually as separate registrants.

(True)

5. If a person or entity does not file a fictitious business name statement within 40 days of commencing to transact business, he/she/it cannot file at all.

(False)

6. Sonny Shark is doing business as Sonny Shark & Associates; since his surname is in the business name, he isn’t required to file an FBN.

(False)

7. A change to the facts in a FBN filing causes the filing to expire except when it is a residence address that is not also a business address.  When it comes time to refile the statement it needs to be published.

(True)

8. A fictitious business name can be executed by an attorney or attorney-in-fact on behalf of the registered owner.

(False)

9. If there is a conflict because two business owners are using the same or a similar business name, it is the responsibility of the County Clerk’s office to determine who gets to use that name.

(False)

10.  If a proof of publication is not submitted to the County Clerk for filing within 30 days of the date following the final publication, the FBN is no longer valid and it can be inactivated.

(False)

11.  A customer filed a fictitious business name and spelled the business name incorrectly – this is noticed before it has been published and the customer wants the County Clerk to correct it.  The County Clerk should change the record as it hasn’t been published yet.

(False)

12.  A customer can use their personal mailbox (PMB) address as their business and/or residence address.            

(False)

13.  If a corporation uses its corporate name as its business name, as stated in its articles of incorporation, it is not required to file an FBN.

(True)
17900(a)(3)

14.  A customer files a fictitious business name statement and doesn’t want their home address published because he/she has been a victim of domestic violence.  The County Clerk can authorize the home address be omitted from the FBN in order to protect the victim from further violence.

(False)

15.  A statement of withdrawal from partnership may be filed, but is not required to be filed.
(True)
17923(a) states it may be filed.  It is up to the partner(s) to determined



the necessity for filing.

16.  A FBN statement expires when the registrant files a statement of abandonment. 
(True)

17.  A statement of abandonment can be filed on an inactive FBN because the customer turned it in with the fee.

(False)

