CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – June 30, 2006

Sacramento, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Charles Corum
	Alameda
	Douglas Kinzle
	Riverside

	Laurie Cassady
	Butte
	Alice Jarboe
	Sacramento

	Candace Grubbs
	Butte
	Diane Jones
	Sacramento

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Roberta Kanelos
	Sacramento

	Farrah McDaid Ting
	CSAC
	Mikel Haas
	San Diego

	Jerry Desmond
	Desmond & Desmond
	Tim McNamara
	San Diego

	Victor Salazar
	Fresno
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Sandy Brockman
	Kern
	David Heckler
	SOS

	Conny McCormack
	Los Angeles
	John Mott Smith
	SOS

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Theresa Taylor Carroll
	SOS

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta

	
	Marin
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Claudio Valenzuela
	Monterey
	Liz Acosta
	Sonoma

	Peter Wendt
	Monterey
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Jim McCauley
	Placer
	Reva Correia
	Yolo

	Ryan Ronco
	Placer
	
	


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9:05 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from May 5, 2006

Motion by Jill LaVine to approve May 5, 2006 minutes with amendments.  Jim McCauley seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Legislation

AB 432 (Oropeza) – Elections. New Citizens

Position:  Support

Discussion:  This bill authorizes anyone who becomes a U.S. citizen 14 days before an election to register by close of polls and vote in the election by which they register.  This bill had heavy opposition.  CACEO submitted support letter in 2005.

AB 2430 (Umberg) – Ballot materials: translations

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Informed author that we would support if translations were mandated to be delivered to counties by E-68.  Janice Atkinson will write letter of support.

AB 2460 (Evans) – Secretary of State: Statewide measures and recall petitions

Position:  Oppose unless amended
Discussion:  This bill is now linked to AB 2946.  This bill’s core aim was, originally to fix a “gap in initiative law (which) can lead to a situation where a voter may sign a petition that contains different text from what will ultimately be on the ballot, which can only result in confusion for everyone involved.” Bill has “morphed” into something very different since CACEO took support position.  The Secretary of State estimates that the latest version of the bill could cause 30 million hours of work for the verification required by latest version.  The bill would also cause local election officials undue burden at random sample provisions.   CACEO still supports original concept of bill but not latest amendments.
Motion by Elaine Ginnold to oppose unless amended at Section 10.  Second by Steve Weir.  Motion carried.  

AB 2769 (Benoit) – Elections: 1% manual tally
Position:  Support if amended
Discussion:  Support if amended position was based on a request by CACEO that the SOS determine procedures for the 1% for each voting system.  SB 1235 is competing legislation that may “hijack” this bill.  There are various concerns regarding this bill and SB 1235.  Conny McCormack, Deborah Seiler, and John Mott Smith will attempt to work with Darren Chesin to address concerns before end of recess.
AB 2770 (Wyland) – Precinct vote results

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Adding votes of less than 10 absentee voters to an adjacent precinct’s results is problematic and will probably be removed.  Janice Atkinson and Conny McCormack will work on issues letter.  Jill LaVine will send survey of counties that currently sort absentee ballots back to precinct.
AB 2946 (Leno) – Initiative petitions

Position:  Watch with concern.
Discussion:  This bill places restrictions of paying petition circulators. Concerns regarding Meyer vs. Grant (1988) 486 U.S. 414 which addressed restrictions of paid circulators.   Also concerns regarding how election official will be able to determine which sections were paid so they do not process those signatures.
AB 3024 (Wolk) – Vote centers:  Solano County

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Establishes vote center pilot project in Solano County.  This was a CACEO proposal.  The bill is moving and has been amended to hold a hearing regarding securing communication lines among other things.  It is possible that Butte and San Mateo may join this pilot program.

AB 3059 (Com. on E. & R.) - Local elections:  conforming changes

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Stems from a CACEO cleanup proposal.  Bill has been put in active file by Senator Perata.  Jerry Desmond will check status.

AB 3062 (Com. on E. & R.) – Elections omnibus bill 

Position:  Support.

Discussion:  This is an omnibus bill.  Latest amendment deleted Section 4 which is duplicated in SB 1276.  Janice Atkinson will write letter of support.
AB 3063 (Com. on E. & R.) - Elections 

Position:  Support.

Discussion:  This committee bill has CACEO proposals in it regarding Education Code cleanup and provisions regarding write-in candidates.  Latest amendments delete sections regarding write-in candidates.  Janice Atkinson will review with Richard Winger who was advocate of write-in sections.

SB 506 (Poochigian) – Public Officials
Position:   Oppose

Discussion:  This bill which contains problematic provisions regarding confidentiality has been joined with provisions regarding judicial offices and filing statement of intent.  Janice Atkinson will write position letter that explains that CACEO is in favor of the judicial provisions but is opposed to the two year renewal provisions regarding confidential registrations.

SB 1235 (Bowen) – Elections

Position:  Support if amended

Discussion:  The inclusion of the absent voter’s ballots and provisional ballots in 1% manual tally will increase length of time to process and begs a need to increase canvass period since absentee “batches” are stored in complex ways.  In addition, absentee and provisional ballots are being processed in some precincts at the very end of the canvass period.  This means the automatic recount could not be held within canvass period.  Furthermore, many counties do not count their absentee ballots by precinct.  Additionally, there is no reasonable way of counting satellite locations since they do not map to the idea of precinct counting.

This bill is competing legislation for AB 2769.  (See above.)

CACEO will continue to work support if amended issues, i.e. propose amendments to this bill that makes it viable.

SB 1747 (Bowen) – Elections:  counting votes

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  Authorizes so called “bona fide organizations” to enter vote counting area and latest amendments further deletes provisions that limited access to computer specialists.  Opens up threats to security; there is no definition of specialist; invites tampering with equipment and ballots; No definition of bona fide organization.  Vote count and other election operations presently have many mechanisms for public oversight.  Raises safety, space and oversight concerns.  Other definition concerns.  Proposal to review results of recent Los Angeles County lawsuit that barred access to tally room with various legislative members.

AB 1634 (McCarthy) – Special Statewide Election Expenses

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Status report.  CSAC continues to pursue reimbursement for counties for the ’05 Special Election through this bill and the budget process.   On suspense file.  Nothing will happen until August.  56 of 58 counties wrote letters of support.

AB 1799 (Umberg) – Elections: payments of expenses

Position:  Support

Discussion:  This is urgency legislation to pay for special elections called by governor.  It is moving.

AB 2097 (Goldberg) – Voting system certification: vendors

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  Open source code bill.  This bill is dead.

CACEO will address continue to address this issue by:

· Working with a CACEO technology committee to continue working this issue.

· Create communication plan regarding risks of this kind of legislation.

· Continue to emphasize that this is an area where the perspective of the EAC and NIST are important.

AB 2358 (Saldana) – Absentee ballots:  identification envelopes

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Would prevent party from being printed on absentee identification envelopes.  Amended to exempt Primary elections.  Status report:  bill continues to move.

AB 2386 (Oropeza) – Code of Fair Campaign Practices

Position:  Neutral

Discussion:  CACEO supported similar bill last year.  (AB 215).  Governor vetoed AB 215.  Veto message read that the bill was unenforceable and the code was unnecessary.  Status report:  bill continues to move.

AB 2504 (Umberg) – Candidates: nomination papers

Position:  No position

Discussion:  Changes “Declines to State” Voters to “Independent” voters.  Reduces number of signatures required on independent candidate nomination petitions. Status report:  bill continues to move.

AB 2671 (Salinas) – Pupil attendance: precinct board membership
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Bill would allow all high school students who meet certain conditions to be poll workers – not just seniors.  This is a CACEO proposal.  Status:  passed Senate Appropriations.
SB 1193 (Bowen) – Pupil attendance:  precinct board membership

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Didn’t support similar bill last year since it could cause more problems than it solved and it limited service to 18 year olds.  Most counties have accommodated the student poll worker program to good success.  This bill does not limit to 18 year olds.  Status:  bill continues to move.

SB 1258 (Battin) – Congressional candidates: extension of time

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Conforms extension period for Federal offices to state offices if incumbent fails to file.  Status:  bill continues to move.

SB 1348 (Battin) – Voter registration: paid circulators

Position:  Support

Discussion:  This bill is sponsored by the SOS.  Originated from the needs of the SOS fraud unit.  Status:  bill continues to move.

AB 1654 (Ortiz) – Voting: absentee ballot

Position:  Support

Discussion:  This bill would authorize delivery of an absentee ballot to the absentee voter’s child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, or a person residing in the same household as the absent voter.  Information update:  has passed out of Assembly Elections Committee.  Person returning ballot must be 16 years of age.  Status:  bill continues to move.

SB 1725 (Bowen) – Absentee ballots:  online information

Position:  Support if amended

Discussion:  This bill would require an elections official to establish procedures to track and confirm the receipt of voted absentee ballots by qualified absentee voters and to make this information available to the qualified absentee voter by means of online access using the county’s elections division Web site, or if none is available, by means of a toll-free number for this purpose.  The bill would restrict access to this information to the qualified absentee voter who cast the ballot and would require the elections official to establish procedures to ensure the security, confidentiality, and integrity of any personal information collected, stored, or otherwise used in tracking absentee ballots.
Elaine Ginnold and Steve Weir researched products that are available to possibly address requirements of this bill.  Available product seemed very costly and didn’t seem robust.

Status:  bill continues to move.

SCA 3 (Lowenthal) –  Elections:  redistricting

Discussion:  Information only.
AB 2169 (Montanez) – Public records:  confidentiality
Discussion:  Information only.  Safe at home provisions:  repeal of sunset.
HR 4844

Discussion:  Watch this bill.  Has provisions regarding proof of citizenship and voting.
Guest speaker:  Marjorie Murray,  California Alliance for Retired Americans  on Homeowners Associations.

· Described SB 61 as it relates to Home Owners Associations (HOA) elections and its aim to clean up HOA elections.
· Described past negative practices in many HOA elections.

· Sought assistance from election officials regarding giving advice to HOAs on conduct of fair elections.
· Outlined provisions in SB 61 for access to pollworkers.
· CACEO members gave various advice regarding seeking the assistance of election contractors.

HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Jana Lean, Caren Daniels-Meade, Brad Clark, Lee Kercher from SOS to give status reports and answer questions on VMB, Database, and Voting Systems.

Voting Systems
· Bruce McDannold is in Denver testing HART.

· Populex will be test in Chicago was not very successful.  System has problems with ballot rotation, etc.
· Reviewed Sequoia 400 C upgrade requirement at approximately $25 k per unit to be 2002 VVSG compliant and desire to have State monitoring system so that counties don’t encounter similar surprises.

· Division has hired Miguel Castillo as an analyst.  This means that there will be three voting system testers on staff.

VMB (Jana Lean)

· July 19 meeting was cancelled.

· Next meeting will be August 9th.  Two counties on Agenda so far.  For more information, see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
Database (Lee Kercher)

· New regulatory and administrative changes described are in place leading to better validation rate (has led to 98% of records requiring no intervention in validation phase).
· Various system problems described.  Vendors are working with state to fix.  This included problem with DIMS and show ID at polls.

· Discussed NCOA processes and fact that NCOA process is part of MOA with U.S. DOJ

· CALVOTER will be given number of enhancements that will lead to cleaner lists.  These enhancements will require network changes.

· Long discussion regarding registration volume of Primary election vs. General election.  That is, was the Primary Election a fair test of the system.  Will statewide data base be able to address volume of General election?  Mr. Kercher described various volume/stress tests that have been performed that have lead him to feel confident that the system will be able to address large registration volume.

· Reviewed Statewide Database RFP process.
Other

· Chris Reynolds continues to work on VVPAT funding issues.
Military/Overseas Voter Subcommittee:

· Finishing Military and Overseas manual.

· Discussed status of lawsuit regarding faxing ballots.  Counties should review with County Counsel.
The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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