CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – July 25, 2006

San Diego, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Laurie Cassady
	Butte
	Mikel Haas
	San Diego

	Candace Grubbs
	Butte
	Joe Holland
	Santa Barbara

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Gail Pellerin
	Santa Cruz

	Jerry Desmond
	Desmond & Desmond
	Brad Clark
	SOS

	Debra Porter
	Imperial
	Judith Carlson
	SOS

	Dolores Provencio
	Imperial
	Cathy Ingram-Kelly
	SOS

	Sandy Brockman
	Kern
	Michael Kanotz
	SOS

	Karen Rhea
	Kern
	Chris Reynolds
	SOS

	Conny McCormack
	Los Angeles
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta

	Dean Logan
	Los Angeles
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Lee Lundigran
	Stanislaus

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin
	Mark Lueson
	Stanislaus

	Melvin Briones
	Marin
	Bonnie Glaser
	UC Berkeley

	Suzane Slupsky
	Orange
	Karin MacDonald
	UC Berkeley

	Jim McCauley
	Placer
	Gene Browning
	Ventura

	Barbara Dunmore
	Riverside
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura

	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento
	Reva Correia
	Yolo

	Diane Jones
	Sacramento
	Gloria Guillen
	Yolo

	Joe Paul Gonzalez
	San Benito
	
	

	Lillian Pereira
	San Benito
	
	


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from June 30, 2006

Motion by Jim McCauley to approve June 30, 2006 minutes with amendments.  Elaine Ginnold seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Legislation

Note:  Since the Legislature is in recess this portion of the meeting was informational and  in summary form.
AB 2460 (Evans) – Secretary of State: Statewide measures and recall petitions

Position:  Oppose unless amended
Discussion:  This bill is now linked to AB 2946.  This bill’s core aim was, originally to fix a “gap in initiative law (which) can lead to a situation where a voter may sign a petition that contains different text from what will ultimately be on the ballot, which can only result in confusion for everyone involved. The Secretary of State estimates that the latest version of the bill could cause 30 million hours of work for the verification required by latest version.  The bill would also cause local election officials undue burden at random sample provisions.   CACEO still supports original concept of bill but not latest amendments.  CACEO continues has ongoing discussions with Legislative staff regarding possible amendments to the bill.  The Secretary of State continues to voice various objections to specifics in bill.  CACEO may amend our position if amended.
AB 2671 (Salinas) – Pupil attendance: precinct board membership
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Janice Atkinson will review letter status.

AB 2769 (Benoit) – Elections: 1% manual tally
Position:  Support if amended
Discussion:  Conny McCormack and Deborah Seiler have proposed amendments to Legislative staff.  Will review any amendments at next meeting.
AB 2770 (Wyland) – Precinct vote results

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Janice Atkinson and Conny McCormack sent letter of concern to Wyland.  Jill LaVine sent survey of counties that currently sort absentee ballots back to precinct to Wyland.
AB 3063 (Com. on E. & R.) - Elections 

Position:  Support.

Discussion:  Janice Atkinson will review with Richard Winger who was advocate of write-in sections.

SB 506 (Poochigian) – Public Officials
Position:   Oppose

Discussion:  This bill which contains problematic provisions regarding confidentiality has been joined with provisions regarding judicial offices and filing statement of intent.  This bill may be unstoppable.
SB 1276 (Com on ERCA) – Omnibus Elections Bill

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Status: To be heard in Appropriations on Aug. 9..

SB 1348 (Battin) – Voter registration: paid circulators

Position:  Support

Discussion:  This bill is sponsored by the SOS.  Originated from the needs of the SOS fraud unit.  Status: To be heard in Appropriations on Aug. 9.

AB 1654 (Ortiz) – Voting: absentee ballot

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Bill continues to move.

SB 1747 (Bowen) – Elections:  counting votes

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  Authorizes so called “bona fide organizations” to enter vote counting area.  Opens up threats to security; there is no definition of specialist; invites tampering with equipment and ballots; No definition of bona fide organization.  Vote count and other election operations presently have many mechanisms for public oversight.  Raises safety, space and oversight concerns.  Los Angeles lawsuit regarding count room will be submitted to Legislative staff.

Special Topic:  “Faxed ballot lawsuit”:

Michael Kanotz of SOS summarized lawsuit:  faxed ballot provisions of election code are valid.  No known appeal of this decision on file.
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Bruce McDannold and Chris Reynolds from SOS gave status reports and answer questions on Voting Systems, HAVA, and VMB issues.

Voting Systems
(Bruce McDannold)

· HART testing continues at end of week.  Volume testing took place last week; testing is going better than before; involves updated versions of E-Slate.
· Vote Pad:  There is a draft report and system is still under analysis.

· Diebold: No test date for new suite of products set.  SOS is in contact with Diebold regularly; State has not considered doing separate tests or administrative updates for individual products.

· ES&S’ latest application was incomplete. Rank choice voting component is not testable under HAVA; New application may involve new version of Automark.  
Other SOS/HAVA Issues

Chris Reynolds
· Working toward completion of HAVA Compliance Manual.
· Explained two phase approach to implementation of statewide Database including procurement process.  Work should begin in earnest in Summer of ’07 on final statewide database.
· 8 counties not compliant with HAVA.  All have submitted plans to become compliant by November.

· Described VMB HAVA funding strategy to address VVPAT issues in various counties.
· Discussed reimbursement process for 301 agreements.  Detailed acceptable expenditures under 301.

Military/Overseas Voter Subcommittee:

· Finishing Military and Overseas manual.  Will be asking counties for more samples.  There will be interaction with SOS compliance manual.
· Tabled provisional voting processes until after completion of Military/Overseas manual.

Special Topic:  “Sleepovers”

· Mikel Haas and Conny McCormack summarized current controversy over poll workers taking voting equipment home.
· CACEO will distribute position paper on this issue and hold press conference related to it in the next few days.
The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara
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