CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – September 8, 2006

Sacramento, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Candace Grubbs
	Butte
	Mikel Haas
	San Diego

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Jesse Durazo
	Santa Clara

	Farrah McDaid Ting
	CSAC
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Karen Keene
	CSAC
	Chuck Hahn
	SOS

	Conny McCormack
	Los Angeles
	Jane Howell 
	SOS

	Harriet Coleman-Russ
	Los Angeles
	John Mott Smith
	SOS

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Joanna Southard
	SOS

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta

	Sandy Brockman
	Kern
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Melvin Briones
	Marin
	Adrienne Reed
	Solano

	Jim McCauley
	Placer
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento
	Lee Lundrigan
	Stanislaus

	Alice Jarboe
	Sacramento
	Gloria Guillen
	Yolo

	
	
	Reva Correia
	Yolo


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9:05 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from August 18, 2006

Motion by Jim McCauley to approve August 18, 2006 minutes with amendments.  Steve Weir seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Guest Speaker:  Lee Kercher, Statewide Data Base

· Discussion of new FAQs and related rulings regarding statewide data base

· Gave historical evolution of most recent rules regarding voter registration validation and how those rules are described in latest FAQ document
· Described new rules that will reduce rejection rate to near 0%.  That is, if DL provided and no DL found then apply unique ID and allow voter to vote.  EMS providers will be requested to change software to accommodate new rule asap.

· 89% of the state data base records have DL; 2% have SSN

· Why new system will be needed:

· Real time system required

· Current system is “cobbled” together

· Core product may not be sustainable and key features like duplicate checking do not work

· Need to build something that can be maintained efficiently.

· Discussion regarding contacting “I” voters 
Legislation

Bills for Discussion

AB 2769 (Benoit) – Elections: 1% manual tally

Position:  Concern
Discussion:  Bill has been double joined to SB 1235.  Change position to concern and forward letter to Governor voicing concerns regarding the bills including hope that the concerns can be addressed next year.
Motion by Steve Weir to withdraw support if amended position and change to positions of concern.  Write letter of concern that relates to unfinished business of last year’s SB 370. Second by Cathy Darling.  Motion carried. 
AB 2770 (Wyland) – Precinct vote results

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  This bill that was apparently dead last month was resurrected and has strong chances of becoming law.  How did it come back to life?

The provisions which relate to counting absentee ballots by precincts will be costly and carry quality control risks especially in primary elections.  SB 90 claim process should be revisited.  Candy Grubbs agreed to facilitate regional review if given parameters.

AB 2946 (Leno) – Initiative petitions

Position:  Watch with concern.

Discussion:  No position change.  This bill places restrictions of paying petition circulators. Concerns regarding Meyer vs. Grant (1988) 486 U.S. 414 which addressed restrictions of paid circulators.   Also concerns regarding how election official will be able to determine which sections were paid so they do not process those signatures.  If this is signed into law, there will be many implementing questions for local election officials. This will require a formal workshop. This bill also seems to beg various legal actions if signed.

Motion by Candy Grubbs to oppose.  Second by Lee Lundigran.  Motion did not carry.

Motion by Candy Grubbs to write letter of concern regarding implementation that would echo Secretary of State’s official concerns.  Mikel Haas seconds.  Motion carried. 
AB 3059 (Com. on E. & R.) - Local elections:  conforming changes

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Stems from a CACEO cleanup proposal.  Deborah Seiler will report on this bill at next meeting.

AB 3061 (Com. on E. & R.) – Voter Registration Index

Position:  No Position

Discussion:  No change in position.

SB 506 (Poochigian) – Public Officials

Position:   Oppose

Discussion:  This bill which contains problematic provisions regarding confidentiality has been joined with provisions regarding judicial offices and filing statement of intent.  Opposition letter sent to Governor.  Will be difficult to veto because of link to public safety. If passes, seems to be a threat in that it creates secret voter rolls by which only government knows who votes.  CACEO need legislative proposal next year to close entire voter file in order to reasonably manage data.

SB 1193 (Bowen) – Pupil attendance:  precinct board membership

Position:  Support

Discussion:  SOS supports too.  Some counties cannot go forward with student poll worker program without this bill.
SB 1235 (Bowen) –  Elections

Position:  Concern

Discussion:  See discussion of AB 2769.

SB 1519 (Bowen) – Voting Systems: recounts

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  SOS has support with concern position.  The concepts in bill are difficult to put into regulation/action.  CACEO supports concept but is concerned about specific language of this bill. 
SB 1725 (Bowen) – Absentee ballots:  online information

Position:  Support 

Discussion:  This bill would require an elections official to establish procedures to track and confirm the receipt of voted absentee ballots using the county’s elections division Web site, or if none is available, by means of a toll-free number for this purpose.   Effective March 2004.  Took amendments, change position to support. 
SB 1747 (Bowen) – Elections:  counting votes

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  Authorizes so called “bona fide organizations” to enter vote counting area and latest amendments further deletes provisions that limited access to computer specialists.  Opens up threats to security; there is no definition of specialist; invites tampering with equipment and ballots; No definition of bona fide organization.  Vote count and other election operations presently have many mechanisms for public oversight.  Raises safety, space and oversight concerns.  Other definition concerns.  Proposal to review results of recent Los Angeles County lawsuit that barred access to tally room with various legislative members.

SOS supports with many concerns.

Motion by Candy Grubbs to send letter of concern to Governor with LA court case attached.  Second by Conny McCormack.  Motion carries.

CACEO will develop uniform observer guidelines for November election.

Bills for Information/Status

AB 1634 (McCarthy) – Special Statewide Election Expenses

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Farrah McDaid-Ting and Karen Keene reported that bill will be signed.  Thanks for great effort by counties and CSAC.
AB 1799 (McCarthy) – Elections: payments of expenses

Position:  Support

Discussion:  On Governor’s desk.  Will be signed.  Need to bring back next year since it has sunset provision again.  Jerry Desmond will find out why sunset provision exists.

AB 2358 (Saldana) – Absentee ballots:  identification envelopes

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Would prevent party from being printed on absentee identification envelopes.  Amended to exempt Primary elections.   This has been signed by Governor and is Chapter 191.

AB 2386 (Oropeza) – Code of Fair Campaign Practices

Position:  Neutral

Discussion:  CACEO supported similar bill last year.  (AB 215).  Governor vetoed AB 215.  Veto message read that the bill was unenforceable and the code was unnecessary.  Status report:  On Governor’s desk.
AB 2430 (Umberg) – Ballot materials: translations

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Status report:  On Governor’s desk.

AB 2671 (Salinas) – Pupil attendance: precinct board membership
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Bill would allow all high school students who meet certain conditions to be poll workers – not just seniors.  This is a CACEO proposal.  Status:  On Governor’s desk.

AB 3024 (Wolk) – Vote centers:  Solano County

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Establishes vote center pilot project in Solano County.  This was a CACEO proposal.  Status:  On Governor’s desk.

AB 3062 (Com. on E. & R.) – Elections omnibus bill 

Position:  Support.

Discussion:  Status:  On Governor’s Desk.

AB 3063 (Com. on E. & R.) - Elections 

Position:  Support.

Discussion:  This committee bill has CACEO proposals in it regarding Education Code cleanup and provisions regarding write-in candidates.  Status:  On Governor’s desk.

SB 1258 (Battin) – Congressional candidates: extension of time

Position:  Support

Discussion:    Status:  This has been signed by Governor and is Chapter 152.

SB 1276 (E&R) – Omnibus Elections Bill

Position:  Support

Discussion:    Status:  On Governor’s desk.  
SB 1348 (Battin) – Voter registration: paid circulators

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Status:  On Governor’s desk.

AB 1598 (Bowen) – Petitions:  Initiative, referendum, recall

Position:  No Position

Discussion:  Status:  On Governor’s desk.

AB 1654 (Ortiz) – Voting: absentee ballot

Position:  Support

Discussion:  This bill would authorize delivery of an absentee ballot to the absentee voter’s child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, or a person residing in the same household as the absent voter.  Information update:  has passed out of Assembly Elections Committee.  Person returning ballot must be 16 years of age.  Status:  This has been signed by Governor and is Chapter 152.

Voters With Specific Needs Subcommittee:

· Outlined plans to revise CACEO manual over the next six months
· Will continue to pursue improvement of poll place survey
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Jana Lean and Caren Daniels-Meade from SOS to give status reports and answer questions on VMB, Database, and Voting Systems.

VMB 

· Outlined Agenda for September 20 meeting.  Meeting will take place at 1 p.m. due to VMB pool investment bond meeting on same day at 10 am.

· There may be a consideration for extending project plan deadline for counties that have not filed.

· Reviewed provisions of 102 contracts.
· VMB membership will probably not change until after election.

· For more information, see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
Voting Systems
· ES&S Automark is going through volume testing.  Incidents reported regarding Automark.

· ES&S M100 testing is going well.

Other

· SOS Election field observations, core concerns:
· Poll workers need to be more clear about DTS cross over rules

· Check AV returns for proper ID
· Need clear explanation that touchscreens do not provide a receipt.

· State Pamphlet is 192 pages; because of size may delay mailing

· Holder hearing re Diebold on 9/14

· Paralyzed Veterans lawsuit has been delayed

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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