CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – October 6, 2006

Los Angeles, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Candace Grubbs
	Butte
	Jim McCauley
	Placer

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento

	Eren Mendez
	Contra Costa
	Joe Holland
	Santa Barbara

	Sandy Brockman
	Kern
	Jesse Durazo
	Santa Clara

	Karen Rhea
	Kern
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Conny McCormack
	Los Angeles
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Harriett Coleman-Russ
	Los Angeles
	Lee Lundrigan
	Stanislaus

	Margarita Lien
	Los Angeles
	Gene Browning
	Ventura

	Jo Rodriguez
	Los Angeles
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Jerry Desmond
	Desmond & Desmond


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9:05 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from September 8, 2006

Motion by Steve Weir to approve September 8, 2006 minutes with amendments.  Jim McCauley seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Legislation

Discussion of Chaptered Bills
AB 1634 (McCarthy) – Special Statewide Election Expenses

Invite Karen Keene from CSAC to present this bill at New Law.
AB 1759 (Umberg) – Campaign expenditure disclosures

New Law presentation assigned to Deborah Seiler.
AB 1799 (McCarthy – Elections: payments of expenses

New Law presentation assigned to Mikel Haas.  Jill LaVine will work on proposal for next year addressing sunset provision of this bill.

AB 2358 (Saldana) – Absentee ballots:  identification envelopes

New Law presentation assigned to Lee Lundrigan.

AB 2430 (Umberg) – Ballot materials: translations

New Law presentation assigned to Brett Rowley.
AB 2671 (Salinas) – Pupil attendance: precinct board membership
New Law presentation assigned to Tim McNamara.

AB 2769 (Benoit) – Elections: 1% manual tally/SB 1235 (Bowen) – Elections

New Law presentation assigned to Tim McNamara.

AB 2770 (Wyland) – Precinct vote results

New Law presentation assigned to Mikel Haas.

AB 3061 (Com. on E. & R.) - Voter registration index

New Law presentation assigned to Lee Lundrigan.

AB 3062 (Com. on E. & R.) – Elections omnibus bill 

New Law presentation assigned to John Mott-Smith.

AB 3063 (Com. on E. & R.) - Elections 

New Law presentation assigned to John Hartenstein or Janice Atkinson.

SB 506 (Poochigian) – Public Officials & AB 1129 – Judicial Elections (Mountjoy)
New Law presentation assigned to Janice Atkinson, Lee Kercher, and Jill LaVine.

SB 1258 (Battin) – Congressional candidates: extension of time

New Law presentation assigned to Janice Atkinson.

SB 1276 (Com on ERCA) – Omnibus Elections Bill

New Law presentation assigned to Elaine Ginnold.

SB 1348 (Battin) – Voter registration: paid circulators

New Law presentation assigned to Michael Kanotz.

SB 1519 (Bowen) – Voting systems: recounts

New Law presentation assigned to Jim McCauley, Bruce McDannold, and Tim McNamara.

AB 1654 (Ortiz) – Voting: absentee ballot

New Law presentation assigned to Elma Rosas.

SB 1725 (Bowen) – Absentee ballots:  online information

New Law presentation assigned to David Tom.

SB 1747 (Bowen) – Elections:  counting votes

New Law presentation assigned to Janice Atkinson and Tim McNamara.

Next Year’s Proposals
Mail Ballot Elections
Discussion led by Joe Holland.  Would like to see theme of AB 707 from last year revisited, i.e., all mail ballot elections.  Revisited Oregon/Washington laws as possible models for legislative proposal.  Core components of proposal are that each county would have option of vote-by-mail and absentee population would need to be at least 40%.  Action:  Mr. Holland will lead formation of committee to further study this proposal with possible membership from Marin, San Mateo, Contra Costa, Sonoma, Placer, and Stanislaus.

Mail Absentee Ballots at E-36
Discussion led by Conny McCormack.  Would like consideration of proposal to allow absentee ballots to be mailed as early as E-36 in order to ensure secure and timely delivery to voters.  AT this point proposal is opposed by majority due to concerns that may be raised by campaigns.
Uniformity of Publication

Janice Atkinson and Deborah Seiler are working on proposal to create uniformity among city and county public notice requirements.

Government Code 1780

Janice Atkinson and Gene Browning will review this section for updates.

Special Elections Called by Governor

Jill LaVine will bring proposal regarding funding for these elections.
Voting System Code Sections
Janice Atkinson expressed concern that some of these sections need review due to their obsolescence and their possible confusing provisions vis-à-vis current voting environment.
Other

· Deborah Seiler reported results of SB 90 test claim on 15 day close.  Claim was deemed invalid and process was characterized as discouraging/unfair and does not bode well for other election related claims.  To address this CACEO will form committee on this topic.  Deborah Seiler will contact Maximus and county election billing experts like Kathleen Connors and Alice Jarboe to address this topic.
· Steve Weir submitted to group – for review/edits - CACEO white paper regarding uncounted ballots after election night.  Paper is designed to educate public regarding reality of large numbers of ballots to be processed after Election Day.  Paper was endorsed by group after suggestion of minor edits.  Paper will be released in next few days.

· Request was made to Jo Rodriguez of Los Angeles County to track – if possible – major Federal Legislation in her weekly reports.
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Jana Lean, Lee Kercher, and Bruce McDannold from SOS gave status reports and answered questions on VMB, Database, and Voting Systems.

VMB (Jana Lean)

· Next meeting will be October 18 in Sacramento.  Napa is slated for AVVPAT item.  For more information, see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
· There was no quorum for last meeting.

· Some discussion regarding extension June ’07 project documentation deadline.

· There are still some “unclaimed” dollars left in VMB fund; this money will not be freed up until deadline extensions end.

Voting Systems (Bruce McDannold)
· Votepad:  Declined certification based on enormous error rate; see report online (e.g., 50% of write-in vote results not reliable).
· Populex:  Testing attempts in Chicago resulted in withdraw of application due to various concerns.
· Hart:  After initial problems with testing, concerns were addressed, updates certified public hearing was uneventful (two members in audience).  Hearing held September 8.  See http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/voting_systems/agenda_090806_revised.pdf for details.
· ES&S:

· New version of Automark will be retested at end of year due to anomalies in volume testing

· San Francisco ranked choice voting system test was successful.  Hearing scheduled for October 17.

· Blended Systems:  Various blended systems are being reviewed for approval like Diebold Optscan/Automark; DFM/Hart; and Diebold/E-Slate.

· Sequoia: Insight and insulator (protects device during transport) approved a couple of weeks ago; DFM bridge reports approved.
· Ballot-on-demand practices reviewed/approved for:  San Mateo, Orange County (Hart Ballot Now); Sacramento, Stanislaus, Solano for ES&S ballots.

· Diebold:  In November/December may be coming back with application for Express Poll, volume burner; security fixes.

· Various activist hot topic issues discussed.

· Voting system security best practices reviewed.

· No news on Paralyzed Veterans Lawsuit.

Database (Lee Kercher)

· Freeze file at end of this week.
· Data analysis indicates that statewide database appears to be working:
· CALVALIDATOR is at 99.6 non-reject rate (most rejects are duplicate licenses);

· On file 81% have DL, 2% SS; 16% assigned identification;

· Since January, 97% have given valid identification.

· Because of number of DLs on file, duplication elimination process is very reliable.
· Almost all counties are submitting records with less than 1% deficiencies and most deficiencies are related to street name anomalies.

· Finding:  There are many records on file indicating “very old” voters with birthdates like 1872, etc.  This is NOT related to conventional place holder dates like 01/01/01 … so these records will need to be reviewed.

· CALVOTER will be given number of enhancements that will lead to cleaner lists.  These enhancements will require network changes.

· Discussion of future “real time, interactive” database processes where counties will soon see real time processes taking place as they interface with state database.  (This will result suspension of use of DC HUGE.)

Summer Institute Subcommittee
· Elma Rosas reported.
· Topic will be candidate filing.
· Membership reviewed.
Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee (Eren Mendez)

· Reviewed general plans for revamping Voters with Specific Needs Manual

· Discussed challenges of language translation.

· Anne McCauley of GIS Translations gave some advice regarding selecting translators.  She also stated that– for optimal ballot translation – it would be ideal to have an expansion of translator qualification to include a way to qualify translators for material which is not legal in nature, or which is does not fall within the scope of duties of legal translators.  Ms McCauley feels that the election community and voters would be greatly served if the State were to adopt a best practices standard for the translation process itself.

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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