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Jill LaVine convened the meeting at 1 p.m.  Introductions were made.

Guest Speaker:  Mary Winkley – Secretary of State (Chief Information Officer), VoteCal Project
Ms. Winkley gave status report of the VoteCal Project.  See attachment for details.  Some key points:

· Project will be put back through procurement

· Because RFP process is re-starting, timelines are approximations
· Some items from prior scope may be dropped due to budget constraints

· Will encourage new vendor to use as much work that has been done as is possible

· Counties requested that they be part of re-crafting of RFP if possible

Legislation

AB 46 (Monning)  Official canvass: 1% manual tally

Discussion:  This bill has been chaptered.  (Chapter 28, 2010 Statutes.)  It authorizes San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, or Santa Cruz Counties – for elections that take place on June 8, June 22, or August 17, 2010 - to conduct a separate manual tally of the ballots cast in one percent of the precincts chosen at random by the elections official and a separate manual tally of no less than one percent of the vote by mail ballots cast in the election.  Operative until January 1, 2011 (Urgency)

Would it be possible to extend this for ALL elections?  How will these counties continue to address this issue (buy expensive sorting machines)?  Will new generation of voting systems (which will capture ballot image electronically) address this issue?

AB 496 (Davis)  Elections: payment of  expenses

Position:  Support.

Discussion:  Provides that expenses for elections proclaimed by the Governor to fill legislative vacancies (Senate/Assembly/Congress), shall be paid by the State and where election is consolidated the State would only pay for expenses directly related to the election proclaimed by the Governor.

Motion to support by Tim McNamara.  Karen Rhea seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 814 (Hill)  Elections: ballots: notification

Position:  No position
Discussion:  Bill would require election officials to include notifications - with VBM ballot and with sample ballot – that voter will receive information of candidates/measures with voter information guide.
Many counties are already doing this.  Conveying this message could be complex.  Will discuss with Barry Brokaw regarding position.
AB 1335 (Lieu)  Elections: write-in candidates
Position:  Support if amended
Discussion:  Will bring back since our recommendation for amendment (letter from 3/18/09) has not been taken.
AB 1531 (Portantino) and SB 1140 (Yee)  Voter registration: one-stop voting
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  This bill is not sponsored by the SOS.  CACEO has letter to Yee voicing significant concerns (dated 3/20/10).  Will send similar letter regarding AB 1531.  May need to further integrate VoteCal timeline extensions into the conversation surrounding these two bills and related concerns.
AB 1399 (Anderson)  Local officials

Position:  No position
Discussion:  Review further
AB 1717 (De Leon) Ballot materials: electronic access
Position: Support
Discussion:  This bill has been chaptered.  (Chapter 119, 2010 Statutes.).  

AB 2023 (Saldana) Election results
Position: Watch
Discussion:  Bill has been enrolled. This is an SOS sponsored post election audit bill to address general auditing concepts that were formerly in PEMT.  Would require five counties to volunteer with aim of learning from experience and then codifying optimal auditing practices. (The bill proposes a pilot project.) See May 14 minutes regarding presentation by Dr. Stark and Jennie Bretschneider outlining their perspective on a bill that could cause auditing to be less costly and more efficient.  Core feedback from attendees related to questioning why this program needed to be implemented through legislation. Will write letter of concern to Governor.

AB 2101 (Fong)
 
Position: Support
 
Discussion:  Bill would authorize court to prohibit those who are found guilty of voter registration or initiative fraud from receiving compensation for registration/initiative activities. 
AB 2467 (Monning)  Elections: vote-by-mail 

Position: Watch

Current law requires the Secretary of State to prepare and distribute to elections officials a uniform electronic vote-by-mail ballot application that must include specific instructions.  AB 2467 simplifies the process of filling out a vote-by-mail ballot application by eliminating the requirement that the voter know and fill in specific dates when submitting the application.

No concerns from SOS regarding latest amendments.
SB 970 (Corbett) Preelection day voting
 
Position: Watch
 
Discussion:  This bill would require early voting on specified college/university campuses as a pilot program.   CACEO has letter of concern.  Bring back for further discussion and possible action.
SB 1434 (Price) Voter registration: incomplete affidavits: rebuttable presumption.
 
Position: Support
 
Discussion:  This bill would provide that if affiant fails to identify his or her place of birth, the county elections official shall apply a rebuttable presumption that the affiant is eligible to register to vote if the affiant marked the box on the affidavit of registration that the affiant is a citizen of the U.S.

Latest amendments are favorable to efforts by county election officials.  (Allows official to contact an affiant by e-mail when affidavit does not contain all of the information required.)

CACEO has letter of support (dated March 20, 2010).

Other Discussion

Various attendees discussed recent conference call with, county election officials, Legislative staff, and Secretary of State staff which focused on topical items such as the election petition processing (related to large volume and short timelines related to validating recent petitions) and Proposition 14.  The Legislative staff heard ideas from county officials including those related to problems with implementing Proposition 14 under SB 6; concerns about administering central committee elections; and challenges related to processing petitions on accelerated timelines.  This dialog will continue and will include costs related to conducting central committee elections.
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee

Chris Reynolds, Jana Lean, Mary Winkley,  and Lowell Finley of SOS gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database, Voting Systems and VMB

Statewide Database (Mary Winkley):

· Ms. Winkley gave an overview of her presentation that is described above.
HAVA Activities (Chris Reynolds):

· Update on HAVA State Plan activities:

· Public comment closed on July 9

· The SOS received 5 comments.  (From CACEO, Los Angeles County, Sacramento County Common Cause, Disability Rights California).  The letters had 6 or 7 themes.
· SOS will now consider comments and wrap up process in order to provide to EAC.  After EAC considers process it will then be published in the Federal Registry.

· If there are any changes to current plan, they do not go back through public comment process.

· MOVE Act:  US DOJ is following up with SOS regarding compliance.  Main focus is to ensure that counties were able to transmit ballot image.  Most counties go beyond basic compliance regarding sending and receiving overseas ballots.
· The SOS - with the Department of Rehabilitation - is developing a poll place survey training DVD which should mirror the regional training classes that were recently conducted throughout the state.
· Maintenance of Expenditures:  EAC has issued new policy at 

http://www.eac.gov/assets/1/AssetManager/FINAL%20MOE%20Policy%20June%2028%202010.pdf
The policy seems to have favorable impact on counties.  More information to follow.

· The EAC has not yet released the results of its last audit of California.  Could be looking at October.

Voting systems (Lowell Finley):
· Dominion Voting - which has acquired Premier products and Sequoia Voting Systems -met with SOS staff.  It intends to bring all systems to California for testing.  Plan is to bring Assure 1.2  first. (They have submitted some sections of the application they have proposed a fairly aggressive schedule for submitting other components especially considering the state of the Assure use procedures that had previously been preliminarily submitted by ESS&S.)  Sequoia application would be for version 4.0 that accommodates instant runoff voting/ranked choice voting.  The timeline proposed for testing these systems could mean clearance of voting system components for the 2012 election cycle. 
· SOS continues to monitor ES&S system review at Federal level.  (One effort involves seeks to address problems encountered in Ohio related to Unity 3.2.0.0)
· SOS is monitoring a great deal of activity (nationally) involving internet voting activities.  Mr. Finley will be participating in conference sponsored by NIST/EAC/FVAP on UOCAVA voting systems on August 6. More information on this conference is available at NIST.gov.  Note:  Washington, South Carolina among at least one other state and the District of Columbia intend to do pilot internet voting projects for their November elections. 

Voting Modernization Board (VMB)  activities (Jana Lean):  
· Because of new assignment as Election Division manger, Ms. Lean will be transitioning her role as VBM staff consultant to Katherine Montgomery. Ms. Lean will continue to be available to assist VMB efforts.
· John Perez has officially retired from VMB.

· Because of state budget activities, VMB activities may not resume until September.
· For more VMB information, see http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
Other (Ms. Lean):

· TRANSCEND Translations is new translator for SOS.

· State is aiming to receive translations back for independent candidates for the General election by E-78.

· SOS would like to request Los Angeles, Orange, and Alameda counties to assist in reviewing translations for November.   Would hope to send counties information by E-78 for three day turnaround so that translations are available statewide by E-68.

· Will revisit timelines for primary elections.

· Hope to hire one staff member who would be dedicated to managing translations.

The meeting was adjourned by Jill LaVine.

Respectfully submitted, Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine and Janice Atkinson for their assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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