March 9, 2010
To: 

Rebecca Martinez, President


California Association of 



Clerks and Elections Officials

From:

Matt Siverling



Legislative Representative
Subject:
Clerk to the Board Legislative Activity Report 

 I am submitting the following report on Legislative activity and other matters of interest.  

The second year of the two-year Legislative Session is in full swing.  All legislation that failed to clear the House of Origin last year had an opportunity to become active during the first month of the 2010 Session in January.  This one-month window of opportunity spurred a flurry of Legislative activity as Members attempted to move their stalled bills.

In addition to the bills that were held last year, the Legislature has also introduced all new measures for consideration in the current year.  These new bills must be made available “in print” for 30 days prior to Committee hearings, so there has been a lull in the action as Committees, lobbyists and interest groups digest what is being proposed in the 2010 Session.  The deadline for bill introduction was February 19, 2010.  

During the upcoming weeks, Members, lobbyists and interest groups will begin taking positions on bills of interest in anticipation of the first round of policy committee hearings beginning during the end of this month (March).  

The next major deadline of interest is April 23, 2010, which is the last day for fiscal bills to clear the first policy committee.

Sponsored Bills


Clerk to the Board

The Clerk to the Board Legislative Committee voted to sponsor three proposals this Legislative Session.

Assembly Bill 1921 (Davis)……………….Form 700 Electronic Filing Expansion
The first proposal adopted by the Legislative Committee would add several entities to an ongoing pilot project launched by one of last Session’s sponsored bills, Assembly Bill 2607 (Davis) which allows Los Angeles, Orange, Stanislaus, and Merced counties to participate in a pilot project to electronically receive Form 700 conflict of interest forms.  

The original bill specified a 3 year pilot program, but several Counties and one City desired to enter the pilot prior to the expiration of the existing pilot (2012).  
Assemblymember Davis is carrying the bill to add Santa Clara and Ventura Counties as well as the City of Long Beach. 
The bill has been introduced and referred to the Assembly Elections Committee.  The Association is assisting the potential additional counties with securing Co-authors on the bill.  A hearing date has not been set.
Clean up to Assembly Bill 824 (Harkey)
This measure will repeal Revenue and Taxation Codes 1624.3, 1636.2 and 1636.5.

The existence of these Codes was made redundant by AB 824 (Harkey) in 2009.  The provisions of these sections were consolidated into other sections of the code (Sections 1612.5 and 1612.7).  The code provisions relate to the avoidance of conflicts of interest and transparency with respect to assessment appeal applications filed by specified county officers and employees.

The clean-up language will be contained in a Board of Equalization sponsored Revenue and Taxation Committee Bill.  
Assembly Bill 898 (Lieu) 






CACEO took a sponsor position on language to be amended into Assembly Bill 898 (Lieu) which will expand on Assembly Bill 992, which addressed unscrupulous assessment appeal mills and request for property assessment review mills that are fraudulently advertising to California homeowners.  

The CACEO sponsored language in AB 898 will add “Board” and “Commission” to the current list of terms that were disallowed on misleading correspondence which currently includes the use of a business name including the word "appeal" or "tax” and the word "assessor," "agency," "bureau," "department," "division," "federal," "state," "county," "city," or "municipal," or the name of any city, county, city and county, or any governmental entity.

The bill is currently on the Senate Floor and will be amended later in the year to contain the CACEO language.
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